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FIRSTHAND REPORT

by Bill Hartford

AUTO EDITOR

t's every cubic inch a Porsche—

even though it will firsl he
georned by rear-engine 911 nuta as
a Stuttgart sellout—a crude Corvette
with a fat V8 up front.

The 922 will go on sale in the fall
and overnight the 911 driver will
hecome lefend: He'll be a barn-
stormer—a  driver whose expert
flicks on the steering wheel and sen-
sitivity at the throttle are all that
keep the twitchy rear end of his car
from spinuing him into cblivion,

No such degree of skill i3 neces-
gary to guide the well-hehaved 0928
safely through the eszes and even
less to keep it on the straight and
narrow. The devotee of the classic
Porsche will miss the twitch and
the sidewind sensitivity. And it
take him =zome miles to ret hooked
on the new zounds and sensations
peculiar to the 928, But when he
does, there'll be no going back. Only
the purest of the purists would
prefer the original 356 Ferdinand-
Porsche Porsche over a 911,

Preflight checkout

The 928 is an all-mew car, but
giftinng at the wheel, any Porsche
fan will feel right at home: The
design of the sport steering wheel
continues in the tradition of the
margue, and, as with all Porsche

models, it's a car that vou “wear.”

Before vou move off the line there
are a few thinga to do: First, there's
a muscle-wrenching reach for the
shoulder/lap belt (see below) which
protrudes from the B-pillar panel
far hehind the front seat back, A
small hoolt on the zide of the seat
back could be used to keep the belb
within reach. Otherwise it's easy
to settle in: Seats are folly adjust-
able, and so are the pedals and
steering wheel,

Some of the controls, switches
and instruments are familiar and
in the usual places; others are not.
The ignition, for example, 1% not on
the steering column, but in the in-
strument closter in front of the
driver. The trickiest switch of all is
on the carpeted rocker panel al the
driver's left: It's the *“fine tune”
headlight aim lo adjust for different
londing eonditions, of course. But
it may be used by the overzealous
to fry thoughtlezs drivers who don't
dip their hizgh heams,

The car is fitted with headlamp
and windshield-washing systems,
with the windshield getting a special
siquirt of cleaning solvent from a
second reservoir.

In the center console iz a 12-
function warning system for mal-
functions: Flashing lamps indicate
logs of vital fluids like engine oil
or brake fluid. Steady illumination
of other lamps tip vou off to low
washer fuid, brake pads wearing
thin and =0 on,

That innocent-looking glovebox—
are yvou ready?—is not exactly a
refrigerator, but it is eooled by a
strategically  placed airconditioner
duct, And why not? Now on sum-
mer picnics you ean double the
range of your epp salad sandwiches
with mayo.

Taxiing for takeofi

Turn the key on the 928 and let
the Bosche K-Jetronie o all the
thinking. No choke. No pumping.

Just off or on. The lightweight alu-
minum V& {572 pounds) cranks out
its 215 hp (U.5. version) maximum
at 5250 rpm more than 1000 rpm
below red line, Maximum torgue (37
mkp) is available at 8600 rpm and
the 928 pulls up to speed smoothly
without balking even from low
speeds in fifth gear. For real lazyv-
man driving, there is the optional
automatic tranamission (that Porache
buys from Mereedes-Benz).

The choice of V8 engine and trans-
axle drive train layout was made
in 1971 when the 928 project hegan
(the 924, introduced here in 1976,
was a spinoff). The decizion to go
to a front-engine, water-cooled VB
was made at a time when more and
tighter restrictions were heing
placed on ecars. The improved emis-
sions characteristics possible with a
waler-cooled V8 was only one factor,
Noise regulations are also more
easily met with engine mnoise and
exhaust noise separated by the
length of the car. The tranzaxle gives
good front/rear weight balanee for
handling, and the 4.5-liter displace-
ment provides the performance that
the driver of thiz {vpe of car de-
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- Quick, gutel and comfioriable,

“o- thesfront-enging, VB-powarad
Porsche s as refined as a2+ 2
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.. 14d-mph 828 from the front.
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|_'*lll'5 ALL CAHS, Domesiic & Foreiga. 4 & aF B-E'fl':hﬂcl—[
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Cockpit of all-new 928 is |dentifiable as a Porsche by traditional steering wheel.

mands, And perform it really does,

Power comes on with a rush, but
smoother and guieter than with the
911. A special twin-dise clutch was
developed to handle the torque. Let
up your left foot and mail your
right and in lesg than seven seconds
yvou eross the 60-mph point. The %28
hody's drag coeflicient, a scientifie
term  indicating how slippery the
shape makes the car, 15 the same as
that of the M1, long admired as one
of the moat perfect shapea to prace
g wind tunnel. Third gear 3 pood
to about 90 mph (and 13 seconda
inte the misgsiony. Stand on il in
fourth to about 1128 and in fifth to
g -maximum of about 140, This Sun-
day drive, by the way, was in Europe
and therefore perfectly legal,

The concenlration required for
driving at such speeds ean be fatipu-
inge fespecially on top of jet lagr) so0
1 took a turn in the passenger seat.
With a callearue at the wheel, some-
where on the autoroute near Nice,
at between 120 and 140 mph, 1 fell
asleep—out like a lipht in 1the re-
clinadd passenger seat. Napping is
not usual in testing, bul it empha-
sized for me what o Grasd Touring
car the 928 isl

Safe landings

There are other objectives in de-
gigning a safety-fast car, All brakes
on the 3200-pound 928, for example,
aire vented disez, and the 16-inch
aluminum  wheels have speclally
made radials with an aspect ratio of
&0 percent, Prake and fuel lines arve
corrosion-resistant, but most unusual
ia the ‘““floating frame” brake-pad
design that keeps friction from heat-
ing the temperature of the hvdraulic
brake Auid above 90° C. This is
helow the boiling point, a0 no steam
bubblez ean form in contaminated
hydraulic fluid to ecause brake fade.
Overengineered ? Yes, for most of
u#. But that's part of what it means
to own a $25,000 car.

Another potential lifesafer is the
Porsehe-engineered suspension. It's
i road-holder all right. Under the
skin, the 928 chassis sparkies like
an Indy racer. Rigid, cast-aluminum
trailing arms and front-axle geom-
etry keep the Tront end pinned the
way vou wianb o oo even in blow-
nuts and braking on slippery roads.

Specially developed for the 928, is
the “Weissach” rear axle named
after Porache's Weilssach engineer-
ing facility and test track. This
linkage compenszates for a phenom-
enon in curves: When you lift off
the gas, such asin a left-hand eurve,
induced rear-wheel toe-out can tend
to turn the car deeper into the curve
and inlo oneoming traffic, The Weis-
sach rear axle is designed to toe-in
the rear wheels when deceleraling
and thus cancel the toe-out phenom-
enon, That took some fancy engi-
neering and Porsche patented il

Back down 1o earth

Fwven the most sophisticated car
needs basie battery care, and Porache
provides a Triptick so the do-it-
vourselfer can  find the batfery.
There was no room under the hood
s it’s inoa brackel attached to the
hack of the differential. You reach
it through a hateh. This helps
weight distribution and the battery
weight iz said to dampen vibration.

The plastie fuel tank next to the
battery holds 86 liters (22,7 pallons).
Fuel eonsumption of the 928 (not
yet EPA-rated ) should be about 18
mpe ;s wheelbase ia 98.5 inches; over-
all length, 175,

Thoge five-hole, lunar-rover wheels
are cast alloy. They're odd at first
look; but they'll probably become the
slick setup,

Now that you've seen it, if the
028 ig jusl too, too slick for your
taste, and you'd rather stick to barn-
storming, you'll he able to pget &
911, sayvs Porsche, for at least an-
other four wears, ¥ ek




