
TIRES
From: paul.foster@micromuse.com 

To: cwhanlon@eai.com 

Subject: BFG R1s in the Wet

>I've been looking for a set of track tires (DOT approved) that I could use to >drive to and from track events (in addition to driving at the track).  I'm >looking at BFGoodrich R1s, however I'm a little worried about wet weather >driveability.  The other tire I'm looking is the Yokohama A032r, which has deep >water grooves in it.

>

>Since I don't have an extra set of wheels, or the ability to haul my car, I have >to resort to some semi streetable tires.

----------

Hi Christopher, Go with the R1s. They are a much better track tire and they work a lot better than you would imagine in the wet.



Paul Foster

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Christopher Hanlon" cwhanlon@eai.com 

Subject: Re: street/track tires  (was Returned mail....)

Thanks to all who wrote back to me about which tires I should use for some street/mostly track use until I get a separate wheel set.

I was going to order R1s, however I decided on the Yokohamas (A032r) based on the fact that they should last longer than the R1s (although they won't be as grippy).  I was worried that if I drove to Brainerd (7 hrs one way) and back, and drove to Heartland park (topeka kansas) (~5 hrs one way), and to autocrosses (2 hrs one way), that I would use up all my tires driving to and from the tracks.

I have used R1s at autocrosses, and really like them a lot (I drove my neighbors '84 944 with R1s), but I was worried about the wear and tear on them.

christopher hanlon

----------

Sorry I missed your original post, but if you use the A032Rs, be sure to buy a pair of earplugs because the whine at interstate speeds can get tiresome.

Doug

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: Easley Jerry W jeasley@jove.acs.unt.edu 

To: 944 turbo gt7300c@prism.gatech.edu 

I'd also appreciate any tire recommendations for an "enthusiastic" driver in Northern Virginia. Thanks.

----------

Go to www.tirerack.com . I'd look at the Dunlop D40M2, the Dunlop SP8000, the Yokohama's, and the BF Goodrich R1's if you're really serious :)
Jay, '87 944

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sender: 951fireball@compuserve.com (Jim Richmond)

To:
Bora450@AOL.COM 

>Now I need track tires!  BF Goodrich R1s.  I would like to increase tire sizes >but since the stock suspension permits considerable body lean, I am hesitant to >increase to 225 and 245 and have the tires scrape the body.

----------

We just put 225 & 245 R1s on our S2 with stock suspension and there is no rubbing.  Big difference!  I can blast through corners that would have been spin city before.  We had the tires heat cycled.  That is supposed to increase tire life with no loss in performance.  I'll let the list know if we ever wear them out.






Jim Richmond, 87 951, 17"; 98 S2, 16"

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sender: 951fireball@compuserve.com  (Jim Richmond)

To:
Bora450@aol.com

>Please advise how I should heat cycle the tires.  

----------

I know this sounds nuts, but they bake them in a big oven.  Skip, past PCASD President, has a shop in San Diego and does the heat cycling for $12.50? a tire if you buy the tires from him.  There is probably a shop in your area that does this or if you give me your phone # I could have him call you.  His prices were the best we could find on R1s.  I have Toyo Proxis race tires on my 951 and like the R1s better.









Jim

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: barry.lenoble@peri.com  (Barry Lenoble)

To:  falcon@wolfenet.com 

Subject: Re: Tires 944T S

There are LOTS of 255's for 16" wheels. The problem is that they are all 50 series aspect ratio. That will make the sidewalls too high, and will screw up the weight balance and handling of a car designed for lower profile tires.

There are a number of tires that are great for the street and decent for the track.  True, if you must go as absolutely fast as you can, the street tire will not last too long.  However, if you slow down just a little, you can have a lot of fun on the track, and not trash your street tires. The Bridgestone S‑02, and RE71, the Dunlop SP8000 and D40/M2, The Yokohoma AVS Intermediate,

and even the BFG ZR are all in that category. 

Conversely, if all you really care about is performance, there are a number of tires that give a decent ride, and are very fast on the track.  The Yokohama A008 RS was great for that.  Relatively quiet and comfortable on the street, excellent on the track, almost as fast as the BFG R1. I've heard the new Yoko A032R is also like that, although not as good for the street, and not as fast as the RS, it is supposed to last fairly long. Finally, the Toyo Proxes RA is another track tire that gives a decent ride and lasts relatively long.
  Barry Lenoble, 89 944 T

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Norman, Bob" bn46449@glaxowellcome.com 

Subject: Suggestions for 951 R1 tire pressures at track events?

I will soon be taking my new‑to‑me '86 951 out play in the traffic for the first time, and am hopeful that someone can advise me on appropriate R1 tire pressures for track events. 

I will be using unshaved 16 inch 225x50(f) & 245x45(r) R1's mounted on Fuchs wheels.  The suspension is stock except for a front strut brace and is in good shape.  I would guess air temperatures will start in the high 70's and peak in the low 90's.  Tracks will be Road Atlanta, Roebling & Summit Point.

I know I should have had the tires shaved, but I expected to use them at several events in March/April which I missed.  Oops.  So now the tires will probably run overly hot until I wear off some rubber.  

I read the 20‑30 page memo on "care & feeding of R1's" available on the TireRack website, which gives generic pressure recommendations based on car weight, but I would sure appreciate any specific 951 suggestions anyone might have.

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "EHSMITH.US.ORACLE.COM" EHSMITH@us.oracle.com 

Subject: Re: Suggestions for 951 R1 tire pressures

Bob:  Here's some input I got on R1's that I haven't been able to test.. ,I call it the 4 lb. rule........Start the tires out cold at an arbitrary number, say 34# front, 32# rear.  Suggest higher in the front as the cars tend to push and higher front pressure helps.  Go out for the session, check pressures as soon as you

return.  The rule claims that your ideal pressure cold is one that causes the tire to reach 4# more pressure hot.

If you come in and the 34# tire is at 44# hot, then go out the next time with the tire at 36#.  If you come in and it's 42# hot you're getting closer to having a 4# differential between hot and cold.  Go out next time at 38# and adjust accordingly.  Pressures I generally run on other tires: Goodyear GSCS 31 front, 29 rear; Hoosiers 37, 35.  Like I said, haven't tested this rule yet but as you can see from the above differences in tires due to construction and compound differences, pressures can vary greatly from brand to brand for the same car....

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: Jerry944T@aol.com 

To: bn46449@glaxowellcome.com 

Subject: Re: Suggestions for 951 R1 tire pressures at track 

>I will soon be taking my new‑to‑me '86 951 out play in the traffic for the first >time, and am hopeful that someone can advise me on appropriate R1 tire pressures >for track events. 

----------

Try using about 30psi front and 28psi rear. You can also drop down to 28psi front and 26psi rear. These are cold temps. You can bleed off air in 2 psi increments once they warm up if you feel it is necessary. Since your tires are, which is no problem, I would lean towards the higher 30 and 28. Tire temps depend a great deal on conditions and driving style, not to mention set up but you can't go wrong with these figures as a starting point. Jerry, 89 944T Track Car, "E Stock"

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: barry.lenoble@peri.com  (Barry Lenoble)

To: ernstd@goodnet.com 

Subject: Re: Tires choices for novice racer

>looking for 245/45/16 the rear and 225/50/16 for the front. I will be driving >the car to events.  Although this will only  be 25 to 30 miles each way. I have >to considering two types of tires, BFG R1 and Yokohama A032R.

----------

From: Josh Hadler jhadler@rmi.net 

Barry Lenoble wrote:

>Note that the NEW R1 (the G force) R1 comes with only 3/32" of tread (as opposed >to the old R1 that came with 6/32nds). If you used to shave R1's, than that >doesn't matter. However, if you used the tires at full tread depth, note that >the new R1's probably won't last as long as the old ones.

----------

From what I've heard about the G‑force tire it's a very different tire than the R1 and really can't be compared. For starters, it does NOT have the asymmetric sidewalls construction of the R1. Good in the sense that it will be a more forgiving tire (less twitchy), bad for people who are limited on how much camber they can set their car up with. Second, just because it has less tread depth, doesn't necessarily mean it has less rubber. The Hoosier, for example, has next to nothing in the way of an actual tread depth, but has plenty of rubber underneath. So in effect it becomes a DOT radial slick.

>The A032R would probably be OK too. I've heard that it's noisy on the street, >and not as sticky as the A008 RS. However, it is supposed to last longer.

----------

That's my understanding too. Harder compound, and quite noisy.

>Personally, I do not like the R1. BFG seems to have a problem with quality >control. Sometimes a tire will last 8‑10 days, sometimes you'll get patches of >cord showing after 1 or 2 days.  I know a number of people (me included) who >bought brand new R1's, broke them in, used them on the track, and had patches >of cord showing after 2 track days. The response from BFG was basically 'tough >on you.'  For that reason, I will no longer use BFG tires.

----------

I find that response very unusual. I have had great dealing with BFG, and I'm not a sponsored driver, nor have I even won contingency money from them. As far as quality control, this is the first I've heard of it regarding BFGs. Yes, in the past (first R1s) there were some problems. But that was long ago and a different tire. The only time I've heard of R1s dying prematurely was when the EGOD happened, and that's not a tire construction problem, it's a setup problem.

>I have recently purchased a set of Kuhmo R type tires. I hope they are the >answer.

----------

I've heard some good stuff about them. Scotty seems to be the National Kuhmo poster child, praising them left and right. I havn't gotten around to the point of making the $500 experiment, but I may by the end of the year.


And if people are running too much negative camber then it's no wonder that they're wearing out prematurely. When my tires cord it too is usually near the inner edge.  My guess? Because a certain amount of static camber is dialed into the suspension, the contact patch is reduced when pointed straight ahead.  This can be a problem for powerful cars with too much camber on the drive wheels (many of our fellow P‑cars, not me though... no power.).  And it can also be problem under heavy braking. I found that with my old setup I was always cording the fronts before the rears, and no it wasn't due to flatspotting the tires. 

For me, the cord would show up just outboard of the inner groove. I concluded that it was alot of hard straight‑ahead braking that was the cause. Maybe I'm wrong, but since I upgraded the suspension the problem doesn't seem as severe. My guess? The stiffer front torsion bars don't allow as much dive and hence there isn't as much compression related negative camber.

Joshua Hadler '74 914 2.0 CSP/Bi ‑ Hooligan Racing #29

jhadler@rmi.net,  http://rainbow.rmi.net/~jhadler 

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

To: ernstd@goodnet.com 

From: build4@aol.com 

Subject: Re: Tires choices for novice racer

As the owner of a company that sells the BFG R1, the Yokohama A008RS & RSII, Hoosiers and Kumos, I can tell you what my customers like and don't like. The first choice for people who want to use the same tires for track and street use are the A032's. I've driven the A008RS's on the street for years and was very happy, wet or dry. The R1 is fine if you're willing to live with a rougher ride.

By the way, R1's have a bad rap about wearing out quick. They will if not managed properly. BFG has literature that is very specific about how to manage their tires. Most setting are just the opposite of what most of us learned was the "right" way to make adjustments.

For example, a customer had lowered his tire pressure looking for more performance from his R1's. He neglected to watch them and failed to see the "groove of doom" appearing where the two rubber compounds meet (about 1/3 of the way in from the outside edge). If he had noticed he would have increased tire pressure. Every other tire I know, if you're wearing out the center of the tire you lower pressure. Reading BFG's literature is important.

I sell all the above tires for tire rack or better prices. The A008RS would not be a bad choice. I would stay away from the RSII's. Although they have more stick than the RS's, I've known people to use up an entire set in less than a weekend. The tire isn't designed for road racing/time trialing. It's strictly for Autocross. Using them on continuous lap tracks will overheat them and they will evaporate in front of your face.

skip carter, trackside products, san diego, ca, build4@aol.com 

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Michael G. Wachholz" mwachholz@m‑c‑r‑inc.com 

To: 'lee' lee@pmsales.com 

Subject: RE: New BFG G‑force R1 tire

OK here the scoop on the new "G‑Force R1 from B.F. Goodrich. This is a compilation of my chats with a couple of BFG R1 product managers at SEMA this past November, talks with BFG via their 800 number as a "Team T/A" member and with a long conversation last night with the local racing tire supplier.

First, they have not yet been officially announced to the public by BFG, therefore for you and I, they don't exist.  Second, as BFG has become the title sponsor of TransAm racing for 98, they are working feverishly to create tires for that series pushing the production of the G‑Force to the back burner. And third, the few tires that will become available this season will, realistically, not be available until July, maybe even August at the earliest.

As to the characteristics of this tire, BFG claims it is at least 1 ‑ 1.5 seconds faster than the Hoosier, no longer has the asymmetrical sidewall therefore it will require, for optimum performance, more negative camber than previous R1s. Figure somewhere in the 2.75 ‑ 3.25 degrees negative.  It will last as long as the current R1, maybe longer.  It will eventually be available in 18" sizes.  The tread appears to be silk‑screened on it is so shallow.  Possibly more shallow than the Hoosier.  BFG recommends a heat cycle for optimum life just like the Hoosiers.  And finally prices will remain approximately the same.

I think that covers it.  If I have forgotten something or you have a question, e‑mail and I will see if my contacts can answer it.            MGW

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: Tim Betteridge timo@atl.mindspring.com 

To: cbrady@alpinenet.com 

Subject: Re: R1 tire pressures for a 951

Everybody seems to have a different philosophy. Many people are running low pressures (25‑26 lbs cold) and seem to like it. I started with 32 lbs and found the tires felt like the side walls were giving up on hard corners. I have now gone to 35lbs cold, and the tires are working extremely well (and 32 lbs for autocross). I also seem to be using less rubber up, and the car is more stable. Most people say that the R1's provide more grip as you increase pressure, whereas other tires work the opposite way. I think it's true.

Another problem with R1's is the 'groove of doom,' a groove that wears quickly in the center of the tire. This is due to underinflation.  The people I have talked to that complain about this also run lower tire pressures.

I suggest you read the R1 discussion on tire racks page (www.tirerack.com). It has some good tips about R1's. 

My best guess?  ‑>>> Start with 30 lbs and work up.


Tim Betteridge

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Michael G. Wachholz" mwachholz@m‑c‑r‑inc.com 

To: timo@mindspring.com 

Subject: RE: R1 tire pressures for a 951

According to BFG, the starting point for cold pressures on the R1 is to add 1 psi for every 100 lbs. of vehicle weight and then add 2 lbs. to the end that has the engine.  For example my 93 968 has a curb weight of 3086 and is, obvious, front engined.  So I run 33‑34 psi up front and 30‑31 psi in the rear.  This seems to work extremely well on my car and using this formula I have been able to consistently lower my lap times.

MGW

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: Derick Cooper DCooper@sirromcapital.com 

Subject: R1's, other race tires??

If you follow the Tire Rack's info on R1's they eventually lead you to the original R1 Engineer.  This guy says he designed the tires so that lateral grip and pressure are inversely proportional.  I tried his method several times ‑ the tires kept rolling over so far that fellow autocrossers said I was about 1/4 of an inch from asphalt to rim.  I may be totally wrong, but I agree with the original message poster and not the original tire engineer.  From my experience the R1's work much better in the 32‑35psi (cold) range than in the 25‑30 range. I was racing a front‑engined car at the time, 911 pressures should obviously be very different.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: "Freedman, Daniel (GEIS, Consourtioun)"

To: "'Fusi, Robert W'" Robert.Fusi@PHL.Boeing.com ,

Subject: RE: R1 Tire Pressures

I use them on a 914 and typicaly run at 16 ‑ 18 lbs cold

What BFG said was start at 1 # per 100 and go down from there checking temps.

My 968 runs about 3000# so start at 30 and drop down from there.  My 914 runs 2349# and I started at 20# and found best at 16‑18 depending on track.
    Dan 

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Michel G. Wachholz" mwachholz@m‑c‑r‑inc.com 

To: "'Fusi, Robert W'" Robert.Fusi@PHL.Boeing.com ,

Subject: RE: R1 Tire Pressures

As to R1 pressures, BFG recommends you run 1lb cold pressure for every 100lbs of vehicle weight and then add 2lbs to the end of the vehicle that has the engine. In our cars, I start with the stated curb weight of 3086.  So I run 30‑31 psi in the rear and 32‑33 psi in the front.  At these pressures you will not ever experience the so called 'groove of doom.'  The 'groove of doom' some will tell you about is a physical manifestation of insufficient internal pressure.  BFG will tell you when their tire is at its optimum operating pressure the car will actually feel a touch squirrelly relative to the way it feels at slightly below optimum pressure.  However this is where you want to be for maximum grip and tire life.

You should check the tire pressures after runs to find out how much they are 'growing' in psi.  You want to keep the growth to a minimum.  As you attempt to keep all other variables constant, try different cold pressures and see how it affects your lap times.

You will find many folks will suggest running lower and substantially lower psi. I find it interesting these folks (and someone will rip me a new you‑know‑what for this comment) are not typically the fastest.  I believe the higher psi work better and the engineers at BFG know more about the construction and optimal conditions for their tires than those that run a few events a year.

Using this model/formula, I got 12 full track days and approx. 600 miles of highway driving (to and from the track when I was too lazy to pull the trailer.










MGW

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: zmf@uwyo.edu  (Nick Fuzessery)

Subject: RE: R1 Tire Pressures

I'm not real fast yet, just to complicate the situation, I had a BFG rep who races a 951 tell me to never let the pressures get over 30 psi hot because the tires get greasy.  He also recommended setting rear pressure higher than front, which is contrary to what the BFG R1 website recommends.  I've tried his settings and they seem to work on my car, judged by the fact that once I set the tire pressures hot after the first session, they stay pretty consistent when measured after each session thereafter.  The procedure is 22‑24/F, 24‑26/R cold, then setting to 28/29 F/R after the first session.  I believe that this is dialing in a little oversteer, if you buy into the idea that you decrease pressure to increase traction w/ the R1s.  It's my impression that these tire pressures are making the rear tires do more work, and reducing pressure buildup in the fronts, but that's just a guess.

I know other 944 drivers who set pressures at 24/22 F/R hot, which does seem low, certainly much lower than what the BFG website recommends. But they are fast!

My tires might have a slight "groove of doom", but not bad.  Guess the bottom line is there are a lot of opinions on this subject, and I'm still looking for the right combination.  At my lower level of skill, I can't tell the more subtle effects of pressure changes, but I can tell when tires lose it when the track gets hotter, and whether tire pressures are consistent after each run.
  Nick

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Michael G. Wachholz" mwachholz@m‑c‑r‑inc.com 

To: "'Nick Fuzessery'" zmf@uwyo.edu ,

Subject: RE: R1 Tire Pressures

The groove of doom ONLY occurs from tires being run with insufficient pressure. This situation, according to BFG engineers, is dangerous.  I would suggest your BFG rep listen to what his engineers have to say.

Having lower psi in the front will reduce understeer and induce oversteer.  A neutral or understeer vehicle is typically a safer vehicle than one that oversteers.

While it is true there appear to be many opinions on my psi to run, the only folks that ever speak of the groove of doom are those running with low psi.  Also why is there so much variation?  If you talk to drivers/crew chiefs/engineers in NASCAR, IRL, F1, Sprint cars, Formula Ford 2000, etc. you will not find as great a variance in tire pressure among those that run the same tires as you do with us weekend warriors (yes, I include myself in this description.)

It is my opinion the best way to learn to drive well is to take a reasonable car (which all of us have), and, other than minor upgrade such as brake pads, tires, 5 point harness, keep the thing stock and finally, regarding tire pressures, take the manufacturers recommendations and stick with it.  In learning to drive you need seat time with all others variables constant. If you change the variables every time you go out or with every event, you just end up spending time learning to adjust to different settings and equipment.


MGW

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: Mike Lommatzsch mpl@netcom.com 

Subject: Re: R1 Tire Pressures

To: Robert.Fusi@PHL.Boeing.com  (Fusi Robert W)

Having run a 944 for a number of years I will give you my pressures and thoughts. But this is not gospel and I have tried pressures as low as 20/21 all around (autocrossing only) and been happy with the performance but not the tire wear. 

Typically I run with 28/26 (f/r) for track events cold.  This brings the tires up to about 33 all around after the session with good/even tire temperatures. Of course, alignment and suspensions settings play an important factor here also. I'm using a Weltmeister front bar (set 1 1/2" back), stock springs and Koni "yellow" shocks (1/2 hard front, 3/4 hard rear). 

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: WYNNCLAIMS WYNNCLAIMS@aol.com 

Subject: timing belt tension

BFG R1's

I have run these on my 2700lb GT‑2S 951 for over 5 years. I currently run 275's in front and 315's on the rear. I also run in the extreme temperatures we have here in the California desert (Willow Springs International Raceway). 

Per BFG recommendations, I look for temps in the 180‑190 range, and pressure increases in the 9‑11 psi range. My fronts start at 25‑26 cold and the rears start as low as 23‑24. I heat cycle my tires at least 24hrs before an event, and I try to avoid starting a unshaved BFG tire on the front "cornering" position. While these tires are definitely not the fastest DOT R compound tires out there, I get good wear and competitive performance from them.  In my neck of the woods, the short lived Hoosiers are the tire to beat.  



Steve R

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: zmf@uwyo.edu  (Z. Fuzessery)

Subject: BFG R1s and tire pressure

I'm at the point where I'm almost getting a sense for what affects the handling on my S2 on the track, and would appreciate input on tire pressures for BFG R1s. We all know that R1s behave the opposite of other tires, i.e., drop pressure to make them stick better, etc. BFG recommends 34F/32R psi as a starting point for a car w/ 944 specs. Some drivers run as low as 25F/22R psi.  My car seems to do well at 29‑30F/27‑28R psi. I dropped down only a few psi (28F/26R) on the track and the car felt a bit squirrely and I lost quite a bit of tread on the outside of the front tires in comparison w/ the loss at higher pressures.

Appropriate tire pressure depends on many factors ‑ suspension setup, driving style, 944 model ‑ but I guess my main question is what are the upper and lower limits of psi that people are using? You're supposed to drop pressure to improve traction, but there must be a point where tire rollover, even w/ stiff sidewalls, has got to start occuring. And an upper limit where the car is too stiff and the wheels are sliding.

Anybody w/ one of the heavier 944 models (Turbo S, S2 or 968) have any opinions on this subject?









Nick

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 6 May 1997 10:59:14 ‑0500

To: zmf@uwyo.edu  (Z. Fuzessery)

From: Lee@PMSales.Com  (lee)

Subject: Re: BFG R1s and tire pressure

>I'm at the point where I'm almost getting a sense for what affects the handling >on my S2 on the track, and would appreciate input on tire pressures for BFG R1s. >We all know that R1s behave the opposite of other tires, i.e., drop pressure to >make them stick better, etc. BFG recommends 34F/32R psi as a starting point for >a car w/ 944 specs. Some drivers run as low as 25F/22R psi.  My car seems to do >well at 29‑30F/27‑28R psi. I dropped down only a few psi (28F/26R) on the track >and the car felt a bit squirrely and I lost quite a bit of tread on the outside >of the front tires in comparison w/ the loss at higher pressures.

>

>Appropriate tire pressure depends on many factors ‑ suspension setup, driving >style, 944 model ‑ but I guess my main question is what are the upper and lower >limits of psi that people are using? You're supposed to drop pressure to improve >traction, but there must be a point where tire rollover, even w/ stiff >sidewalls, has got to start occurring. And an upper limit where the car is too >stiff and the wheels are sliding.  Nick

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Heat Cycling of BFGoodrich Comp T/A R1 Tires

Pre‑competition heat cycling of BFGoodrich Comp T/A R1 230 tires has been recommended by Team T/A for several years. This initial low stress tire stretching has been credited with providing longer tire life and more consistent performance.

On May 21, 1997, Team T/A conducted tests at Michelin's Laurens Proving Grounds in South Carolina. Comp T/A R1 230 tires that were heat cycled by using several different methods were compared to non‑heat cycled tires. The course featured an extremely abrasive surface which was developed to wear out tires quickly. 

The Team T/A test compared sets of tires prepared in the following ways.

Not heat cycled

Heat cycled by regular driving for 100 continuous highway miles 3 to 4 weeks in advance of the track test

Heat cycled by regular driving for 100 continuous highway miles 48 hours in advance of the track test

The Tire Rack's Heat Cycling Service 48 hours in advance of the track test

The Team T/A treadwear test results showed that non‑heat cycled tires wore out in 13 laps, and that all of the heat cycled tires lasted 19 laps, or about a 50% wear improvement. The lap times confirmed that all of the heat cycled tires provided more consistent lap times that were equivalent to the best laps of the non‑heat cycled tires.

Is there a performance advantage to Tire Rack heat cycling vs. on‑the‑car? No. Is there a convenience advantage? Absolutely!  The Tire Rack heat cycling service eliminates the need to drive the race car or it's tires on the street/highway.

Before we started preparing tires on our heat cycling machine, we found that cold temperatures or rainy weather could prevent us from heat cycling tires when we wanted. During our heat cycling service we control the tire's environment.

BF Goodrich recommends that it is best to heat cycle tires 48 or more hours before an event, and that heat cycling them weeks ahead doesn't provide any additional advantage. A racer ordering tires during the week of an event will have little chance to heat cycle his tires 48 hours before the event unless he is willing to pay for overnight shipping. With The Tire Rack's heat cycling service, the 48 hour waiting period goes by while the tires are shipped more economically.

Before this test, BF Goodrich Team T/A had been unable to confirm or deny the validity of The Tire Rack's heat cycling service.  Now that the testing has been concluded, we have BF Goodrich's acknowledgement that The Tire Rack's heat cycling service is equivalent to on‑the‑car methods.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ways to get more out of your competition tires

When developing your vehicle's handling, maximize your: 

Wheels ‑ Always use the widest wheel allowed on your car's class, that
fits your car and/or is recommended by the tire manufacturer for your tire size.

Alignment‑Springs and Sway Bars ‑ Keep our tires perpendicular in corners, try to achieve neutral steer (With power oversteer for rear wheel drive cars)

Shock Absorbers ‑ Can help tune transitional handling

Inflation Pressures ‑ Always use the lowest pressure possible, while higher inflation pressures may enhance responsiveness, they sacrifice traction.  If uneven wear begins while at low pressures, increase them.

Tire Tips

Between races, never store tires exposed to the elements on your race car trailer's tire rack or outside your shop, store them in a cool, dry place away from electric motors.

Immediately after every track session, remove debris and inspect your tires for damage and wear. If possible, let them cool while they are off the ground.

Your tire's tread temperatures as read by a pyrometer will be even across your tire's tread (Unless you have just completed a successful tuning session on a skid pad.)

Tire pressure increases 1 psi for every 10 degrees in ambient temperature

Shade pairs of tires from direct sunlight between sessions as much as possible. The sun's heat will raise your tire's pressure.

Autocross inflation pressures should be adjusted warm, road racing inflation pressures should be adjusted hot.

For racing or track events, your rain tire's starting inflation pressure should be higher than your dry tires.

Tires are part of your suspension, using lower profile tires is like using shorter, stiffer springs.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Tracy Meyer tmeyer@hst.nasa.gov 

Subject: Track tire pressure: Hoosiers versus BFG R1

I found that 31F/29R cold pressures work well for the BFG R1s at Summit Point.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To: JEFFBCS@aol.com , 5/23/97

From: Mike Mackenzie gmike@ix.netcom.com 

Subject: Re: R‑1 tire pressure

>I just got a set of R‑1's last week for my 951 (225/50/16 and 245/45/15).  Any >advice on tire pressures in the R‑1's?

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑

There are two schools: low pressure and high pressure. I was formerly a low pressure devotee (<25 lbs), but I have been convinced that higher pressure is better. At my last drivers ed, I started with 32 lbs front and 30 lbs rear and did not touch the tires all day. It stuck like glue and I didn't get the "groove of doom".

Based on some comments made by others on the list, I ordered shaved R‑1's for the rears (the fronts were not replaced). After 1 track day with 2 drivers, the rears are not showing significant wear. I must admit I was skeptical, but I'll probably continue buying them shaved.

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

Subject: Re: R1's , 8/27/98R

From: Kevin Belden, KGBELDEN@aol.com 

>Just put on a new set of R1's and noticed that the inside part of the tire is >worn much more than the outside part.  This is (I guess) expected in that I run >negative cambers of ‑3 front and ‑2 rear.  However, the "tread" on a properly >mounted R1 is on the outer (less wear) edge.  Since most cars run at least as >much neg camber if not more, does this make sense?  BFG must know what they're >doing, but to a layman it looks like the tread is on the wrong side.  Perhaps >my tires are not rolling over under side load as much as BFG expects, but I >don't use higher than they recommend for pressures and usually less.  Car is a >924S with konis/roll bars F&R/corner wgt balanced/etc.

----------

First, the BFG R1's were designed to run with less negative camber than other track tires.   The inner and outer sidewalls are of different stiffness, to compensate for the reduced negative camber adjustment generally available on "street" cars, and to provide an advantage to competitors in certain classes of racing which require stock alignment settings.  Three degrees is too much camber for an R1; two degrees is pushing the limit.

Second, if the wear on the inside tread is more pronounced on the front than at the rear, I'd suspect too much toe out at the front.  Even a little toe out will quickly wear out the inside tread, especially on the tire that's on the inside of most turns.  For example, at a track like Lime Rock with only one, slow left‑hander, too much toe out will ruin the right front tire, but wearing out or blistering the inside tread, far in advance of the other tires.  The outside front tire will also show accelerated wear on the inside tread.  

Third, if you brake hard and have soft front springs, especially on a car that's been lowered, you'll get lots of additional negative camber when the front suspension compresses under braking, which will also prematurely wear the inside tread on the front tires.
Finally, running lower than recommended pressures will cause premature wear on these tires, especially between the second and third tread blocks (as I recall) in a manner you may have heard referred to as the "Evil Groove of Doom" (EGOD).

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

Subject: RE: G-Force Tires, 10/20/98R

From: "Randel, Tom" TRandel@filenet.com 

Yes, I can confirm this, the G-Force come with 3/32.  I agree, this makes them impracticable to use on the street. According the BFG's web site ( http://www.bfgoodrichtires.com/ ), there is a street version of these tires, called the BFG G-Force KD.  This is what BFG says about them:

g-Force(tm) T/A(r)KD is the new force in performance tires. The result of an entirely new approach to ultra-high performance tire design, g-Force T/AKD is optimized for dry traction on the street. It's the ultimate expression of BFGoodrich brand Traction/ Advantage, designed to deliver near R-compound levels of traction and handling in a more streetable tire. Intended for use on the world's best sports cars, this tire ensures exceptional control and inspires supreme confidence.

Like you, I'm looking for something stickier than MXX3's or S-02's, but I want more tread than 3/32.  R1's were the only R compound I could find in sizes for my 993 (and your new 996), and now they are no longer available.  If what BFG says is true about the KD's, they might be the best option, however, the only information I can find is what is on their Web site...

Does anybody have first hand experience with these tires?  Does anybody know of a tire that would be stickier than S-02's or MXX3's but have more tread than 3/32 and fit a 993 (205/50ZR17 and 255/40ZR17)?




Tom

Subject: Re: G-Force Tires, 10/20/98L

From: Paul Foster pfoster@panix.com 

>Does anybody know of a tire that would be stickier than S-02's or MXX3's but >have more tread than 3/32 and fit a 993 (205/50ZR17 and 255/40ZR17)?

----------

Yes! Except for that goofy front size, of course. And where the heck have you been??? They are called Kumhos. Check out http://kusa.kumhotech.com/v700.htm. The price includes shaving (tell them no thanks if you want to drive them on the street) and shipping.  They are a lot more stable on the street than the R1s.

Subject: Re: Kumho Tires, 3/16/99R

From: Paul Foster pfoster@ValenciaSystems.com 

They come unshaved with 6/32nds. Kumho recommends shaving to at least 4/32nds. I have run two sets unshaved and have not experienced blistering, due (I believe) to starting out slowly since I did not know either of the tracks. However Todd Serota reported chunking one at Willow Springs so be careful if you don't shave.

Subject: BFG g-Force Response, 4/2/99L

From: hcohc@mindspring.com 

The tire pressures that you were given by BFG are the correct "hot" pressures. Not the cold pressures. If the girl who gave you those pressures didn't specify that, they made a major error.

Try dropping the cold pressures to somewhere in the mid 30s. Try and get the hot pressures to come in around 40 to 43 psi. That will be a good starting point.

Some things to take note of with the g-Force tires are the very quick response they have compared to the Comp R1. This can make them feel very twitchy compared to the Comp R1. The new tire does have higher cornering limits than the old tire. But they can be harder to drive. And contrary to what has been posted on the list, the new tire has the same compound on it that the Comp R1 did, not a softer one.

Some other things to consider are suspension settings. The g-Force is designed for cars that are not nearly as well suited to track use as Porsches are. This tire is more sensitive to set up than the old tire was.  Generally it likes softer set ups than most other tires, including the older Comp R1. If you have adjustable shocks, you might try softening them up. If you can soften your roll bars, that might be something else to consider. Basically, anything that would transfer more load onto this tire will help, like letting the car develop more body roll. Of course, if your car is still fairly stock, you can probably ignore all this. But these are the trends to be aware of.

----------

That's a pretty bizarre response to me.  It almost suggests that the new

G-Force R1 is made for stock classes, and not for well prepared race

cars, which, no matter how soft you make the settings, are going to have

suspensions that are dramatically stiffer than those of a stock car.

Anyone else think this is odd?





Todd Serota

Subject: re: Yoko A032's, 4/13/99R

From: Paul Foster pfoster@gdi.net 

>> Just put a set of Yoko A032's on my 944S2 today.  They stick very well, but

>> they have an awful lot more "roar" than my BFG R1's did.  On regular pavement

>> the make a sound sort of like driving over one of those open metal bridge

>> decks.  Anyone else experienced this?

---------- 

> Yup, that's the sound they make.  I'm on my second set, and hoping to become

> a connoisseur on the relationship between noise, wear, and adhesion (ah, yes, > this sounds like a good set)...

----------

You are both masochists! Step up to Kumhos! They are faster at the track and much less noisy on the street!

----------

I am _very_ pleased with the longevity of the K tires. I too like to use them on the street. A set lasted me 4 club race weekends, a couple of autocrosses, a DE, and a couple thousand street miles. They are much better than the R1s which I used to run. You can get them at full tread depth of 6/32nds which also helps.










Paul Foster

Subject: re: Toyo tires, 4/13/99L

From: Don Bredle bredledl@uwec.edu 

The Toyo F1 described below is not the same tire as the Toyo Proxes RA-1, is it?  The RA-1 also has a tread wear rating of about 50, and is (or was) used as the tire in some SCCA road racing events.  I've had one set of the RA-1s... found pretty good stick with at DE events and much longer tread life than the BFG or Hoosier R1s. Also, Grassroots Motorsports did a track tire comparison about 2 years ago and found pretty similar performance in an auto-x and a road circuit for all the R tires tested - BFG, Hoosier, Kumho, and Toyo.

----------

> has anyone experienced TOYO F1 tires ? They look quite cheap, and since I am  > not especially looking for performance, but for tires that fit on my car and  > last as long as others, I would like to have some feedback.

----------

Ah yes, the delightful Toyos, I remember them well.  Actually I have a set of Toyo Proxes F1S tires which bring one word to my mind, Crap!  The others may be better but the F1Ss are not on the top of my list.  I got the Toyos on a set of 17" C2 turbo wheels that I bought.  I had been running Goodyear GSCs which are pretty good all around tires for SoCal driving.  This was several years ago and I was about to attend my second PCA driving school.

The Toyo F1Ss have a tread wear rating of 50 and are considered a track tire by some.  During the driving school I could not get the rearend to stick.  I let the air pressure down until they were rolling over and then came back a few lbs and they still were crap.  They are good for doing what I call a pendulum spin however.  I lost it on a high speed corner, the rearend swung out, I countersteared and floored it, the rearend swung all the way around to the opposite side, countersteared and held the gas, the rearend swings all the way to the other side.  I thought screw it and let it go on around and got both feet in.

My instructor then proceeded to show me how to "drive" the car and spun on the first corner.  It was great sitting there as all the other instructors went by and waved as my instructor tried to slide lower and lower in the seat.

I am currently running the Toyos on my 968 on the street to wear them out. The ride is a bit harsh but I am too cheap to get new tires just yet.  As far as wear I wore the outside edges off the fronts in two days.  Stay away from the F1Ss.

Subject: re: toyo tires, 4/13/99L

From: "Brian E. Buxton" bebbmi@comsource.net 

<<has anyone experienced TOYO F1 tires ? They look quite cheap, and since I am not especially looking for performance, but for tires that fit on my car and last as long as others, I would like to have some feedback.>>

----------

There are a lot better tires on the market than Toyos.  Bridgestsone RE-71's and Pirelli P7000 Super Sports come to mind.  Toyos are loud and not at all sticky - cheap for a reason!

Subject: Re: Drivers' Ed/Auto-X tires, 4/15/99L

From: "Michael G. Wachholz" mwachholz@usinternet.com 

Be aware the G-Force will require much more negative camber (on the order of 3 degrees negative) than the Kuhmos to perform optimally. The additional negative camber will either increase the wear on the inside of your street tires or you will need to change the camber before and after an event.

I have been watching the post on the G-Force tires. The thing that stands out is most of the posters that include their alignment specs are NOT coming close to having enough negative camber to make these tires work. I have spoken with BFG and they suggest 1-1.5 degrees more negative camber than the old R1s and the R1s worked best with 2.25 - 2.5 degrees negative camber in the front and 1.5 - 2.0 degrees negative camber in the rear. This was enough to hyper wear the insides on my street tires.

Subject: A032's at the track, 4/18/99R

From: TCThomas77@aol.com Terry Thomas

A few observations on my first time out with A032's on the track.  I have 225/50/16's and 245/45/16's on my 1989 944S2 which has stiff springs all around and Koni adjustables.  The tires were not heat cycled, as my local tire maven said it wasn't necessary with these tires as it is with the BFG R1's and Hoosiers.

Compared with the R1's I had run the previous two years, the A032's give up perhaps some grip, but they communicate adhesion limits better.  In tight transitions (turns 5-7 at Seattle International Raceway), the full tread caused noticeable squirm, especially when they got hot toward the ends of the sessions, but they seemed to stick way better in the long sweepers (turns 2 and 8) than the R1's.  I started out at 30lbs cold, the kept leting air out after each run session until they were 35 lbs hot.  Using this technique, the scuff marks came right to the edge of the tread.  

They also held up well on SIR's notoriously tough surface, which changes from rough pavement to really rough pavement to smooth pavement, and tends to kill right side fronts (the track runs counterclockwise).

Being in Seattle, I chose a good rain track tire, and expected them to give away a lot more in dry conditions than they did.  I like them a lot.

Subject: Re: Gforce center wear = bad bushings? 5/6/99L

From: "Barry Lenoble" lenobleb@symbol.com 

I understand having to pay to play, however, if you're willing to accept 3 hours track time from a BFG tire, you're crazy. There are other tires out there. Some will be faster (Goodyear GSCS, Hoosier), some will be about the same (Kumho V700) and some will be slower (Yoko A032R).

However, they all will last longer than 3 hours!

Personally, I gave up on BFG two years ago when I corded a new R1 (the old one) after 4 hours track time. IMHO, BFG has a quality control problem. Some tires last a long time, others don't last at all. If you call BFG to complain, you're told that the problem is the way your car is set up. How can that be when other tires (same manufacturer, just a different tire) has lasted 4 times longer under the same exact situation?

I sent a letter to Dave Sanders, along with pyrometer and lap time readings. I was basically called a liar, and told to just buy more tires.

So now I'm on Kumho tires, and I haven't regretted it for a second.

Subject: Re: G-Force R1, 6/25/99R

From: MJB924S@aol.com Matt

I'm running g-force's on my 924S as well. The cold pressures that have resulted in the most even wear for me are 34 or 35 front and 32 or 33 rear.  They're quite stiff at these pressures. It feels like I'm driving on snare drums, but they do develop good grip.

Has anyone else noticed that these tires are very easy to lock up under braking? Much easier that the old R-1's. 

BTW, I'm getting a lot of rubber buildup as well, as someone recently commented. It's pickup from other people's tires, with gravel and other junk imbedded.  More on the rears, near the inner of the two deeper grooves.  There was so much noise and vibration from it when I started to drive home from the track last time, I thought I had a bad wheel bearing.

From: JBurger657@aol.com, 6/14/99R

Subject: R1 Tires


>I just corded one P225/50ZR16 R1 tire.  I need a used one to run again on

>the July 4th weekend.  Anyone have one available?

----------

I have 2 used in that size - I guess they have about 2-4 days left on them. 

They came off the front of a 911.  You can have them both for $20 plus shipping.   








Jeff Burger

Subject: Kumho Experience On Early Stock 911, 11/26/99R

From: "James H Taylor" JHTaylor@worldnet.att.net 

I thought I'd summarize my experience with Kumho's dot-legal competition tires for others who might be considering using them on an early stock 911.

I drive my car to and from the track, and once or twice a week around town.  My first set of 205/50/15's, mounted on an early 911's stock 6x15 Fuchs, made it thru five track events at Laguna Seca, Buttonwillow and Willow Springs, racking up 4200 total miles, 860 of which were track miles. I will probably run them one more time for another 150 track miles, though they're definitely past their prime even though the wear holes are still visible.  For pressures, I started near 40 lbs hot in the rear, following the advice of several of you on the list. After two events I was down to 34/37 hot which seemed about right. The tires were rotated after each event. There has been no chunking or splitting. Overall performance was excellent, very predictable and easy to "read." I'm ordering another set next week.

Subject: [racing] re: racing rain tires, 1/30/00

From: "B. Vibert" blur@ican.net 

John Snodgrass barney@mpinet.net wrote:

>Try the yokohama A032.  I had them as my primary tires several years ago.  I >did a race at Sebring and it rained all weekend, and those tires were great.

----------

I would think that full depth Kumho V700 or Toyo Proxes RA-1 would be faster than the Yoko. But then again, what isn't?

Subject: [racing] Racing Rain Tires, 2/1/00

From: John Snodgrass barney@mpinet.net 1/31/00

I don't know about the other tires mentioned, but the large groves in the Yoko A032 can channel a bunch of water.  I admit they are not too good in the dry.

It probably depends on how much rain you are racing in.  For anything less then lots of standing water on the track, a good dry tire will be fine.  If it's starting to puddle up, a full tread depth dry tire will probably be OK.  For lots of rain and big puddles, you either need to park it or have a tire that can move lots of water.  For anyone that has seen Sebring in the rain, you know what I mean.  I've seen events at Sebring where the cars needed a periscope and a rudder.

From: "Robert Sutherland" sccl@officeguide.com 

I agree that everyone seems to discount the yoko's. Sure there slow in the dry, but when you have a lot of water to move there isn't a lot that can touch them. But that just my 2 cents. Last year however I started to use a tire no one has mentioned, Toyo Proxis RA1's. I found them great in the wet, and somewhere in between the yoko and the khumo in the dry (unshaved). If shaved they would undoubtedly be faster in the dry. They're pretty cheap ($800can. or +/- $485us. for 4 225/50/15's installed & balanced) and last well.

Subject: [racing] re: Heat cycling Toyo RA-1s, is it helpful, 2/8/00

From: AnalogMike@aol.com mike piera 

Jerome & Chinthika Welte jeromechinti@mindspring.com wrote:

>Just bought a set of Toyo RA-1s to use at DEs this year and have a question >about heat cycling. Is it recommended for this tire like for other tires?  Will >it increase the life of the tire?

----------

Those tires will last a LONG time, and are not as sensitive to heat cycling IMHO. But it would always be a good idea to at least get them warmed up on the street before taking them out on the track. the Toyos at full tread have wide grooves and are excellent rain tires. If you intend to use them in the dry they are best shaved down to the 2nd tread pattern with smaller grooves and more tread contact with the ground. These are excellent tires for DEs and limited street use.

----------

From: "Bruce Sutherland" sccl@officeguide.com 

I use these tires on my 914. As Mike said they are best when heat cycled. Where I got mine they did not/ could not heat cycle them like the Tire Rack does. So I just went for a good two hour drive and when I got home just jacked up all four corners of the car and let it sit in the garage for a coupe of days. They now have around 4000 miles of street and track time on them and they look almost new. (But my car is VERY easy on tires - it weighs 1950 lbs - ) I left the tires at full tread because I use them on the street and DE's only - you won't win any dry races with them! - and of course because I'm cheap. Great tires, head and shoulders above the Yoko A032R's that I had been using.

Subject: [racing] Re: Any new R tires made for year 2000? 2/13/00

From: "Alan Herod" aherod@us.hsanet.net 

..forgot to add to the post on the new BFG G-Force R1, the ones for tuned suspensions are supposed to be "four seconds per lap faster" then last year's G-Force R1.  No mention about what track provided a four second advantage.

Subject: [racing] RE: Goodyear racing slicks supplier? 2/17/00

From: "Brad@all914.com" brad@all914.com 

Roger Krause racing, everything you can imagine in stock. www.rogerkrauseracing.com 

Subject: [racing] Re: Hoosier TD, 3/4/00

From: John Snodgrass barney@mpinet.net 

The Hoosier TD is the tire of choice for the cars running in HSR that require a DOT tire.  The new radials of any brand are not allowed.  We have just put a set on my car.  My partner ran them at a DE a couple of weeks ago and he liked them a lot.  I don't know what kind of life to expect out of these.

Subject: [951] Re: track tires, 3/24/00

From: Rick RCS968@aol.com 

I've run on the P-Zero C's and Hoosiers. I haven't run on the GForce, but have run on the R1's.  I also know a number of people that did run on the GForce last year.  There is very little, if any difference in the tread depth between a GForce and a Hoosier.  I believe they both state at about 3/32" tread.  The P-Zero C's are at 6/32" and will work well driving to the track.  Per Pirelli, they are based on their slick construction and are a real track/ R compound tire.  While they cost more, they will last longer.  

Subject: [951] Re: track tires, 3/24/00

From: "Willard Bridgham 3" willard3@albany.net 

Ya know, everybody I track with has been giving up g-force cause when they slide, the jig's up and ya become one with the flora.  Hoosier's slide, but it's very gradual and don't put ya in the bushes right away. If you're going to a track, use track tires. Never had a ticket with them on the road, but, then, I change at the track most of the time.

Subject: [951] RE: Track tires, 3/26/00

From: "Mike" mlrecycling@megsinet.net 

The better grip with a softer compound. The fastest tires have a shortest life. You will have to trade one for another. From DOT(R) track tires the Hoosier's are fastest. BFGoodrich G-Force, GoodYear GSCS and Kumho V-700 are slower. Yoko A032 are slowest.

Subject: [racing] Re: Goodyear Slicks, 4/1/00

From: John Snodgrass barney@mpinet.net 

I plan to run the 23x8-15 and 23x9-15 Goodyear slicks on my car when the current hoosier street TD's are used up.  I plan to run these on 7" & 8" rims respectively.  I have a friend that runs this setup on his 72 911 GT2 (SCCA) car.  They fit fine and work well on his car.  I don't have any personal experience with them yet.

There is a guy (don't remember his name) that advertises in SportsCar (the SCCA national mag) that sells used Goodyear racing tires.  I've spoken to him and his prices are great.  He is based in Wisconsin, his number is 414-740-0180.  If I remember correctly, the prices range from $40 for 1/2 rubber to $80 for full depth for these particular sizes.  New price from Goodyear is about $150.

Subject: [racing] RE: DOT competition tyres again, 4/11/00

From: "Todd B. Serota" tserota@primenet.com 

<<Todd Serota wrote that he used the Pirelli PZero-C. >>

<< Where can these be purchased? >>

----------

You should be able to get them from Kevin Buckler at The Racer's Group in Sonoma. The number is 707-935-3999.  Tell him I sent you.

Subject: [racing] Re: Tire and wheels question, 4/13/00

From: Mark Christenson mchristenson@petrolsoft.com 

Here's an interesting answer from the www.TracQuest.net message board on wheel sizes:

Posted By: Brad Otoupalik brad@evosport.com 

Date: Tuesday, 28 March 2000, at 4:09 p.m. 

In Response To: Tires/wheels advice (again, sorry) (Jack (San Diego)) 

I sent this to Jack, in response to: "what would I sacrifice in performance by going w/17"? They're not as wide, right?" 

I thought you would all want to see it! 

Correct. BUT, you actually sacrifice quite a bit going with 18" wheels. I will try to walk you through this. On a smaller wheel, your moving mass and rotational inertia is closer to the center of the wheel. This combined with the lighter weight of a smaller wheel GREATLY enhances feel, acceleration, turn in, breaking and overall response. Short of Touring Car racing, the general rule of thumb is to go with the smallest diameter wheel you can fit for the track. (Yes, when you can spend a lot of money for really light wheels in 18", you are ok.) 

With 17" wheels, take the ATP 5 Razze for example. Yes, this is a 7.5 front and a 8.5 rear. But you are at 22 lbs front and 23 lbs rear rather than 26/27 lbs. Also, your 18" tire will weigh a bit more than your average 17" track tire, thus you will save like 5 lbs per wheel. This equates to roughly 20 lbs savings unsprung weight, or about 80 lbs savings sprung (it is about a 4 to 1 ratio of sprung to unsprung). So it would be like putting an 80-pound sack of sand on your lap and then driving! Also, going from a 265 to a 255 in the rear will really not be that big a deal. Again, a 10" wheel would be ideal, BUT if you do not want to spend big money, then I would recommend this set-up. 

You also save cash here. These wheels retail for 179/189 each, and can be had for a bit less. They are not the strongest wheels however, and you really do get what you pay for. However, they are no worse than the Mille Miglia wheels. 

You can also pick up a spare set of stock wheels for about 200 each or $1000 with tires (new conti's) from us that were take-offs. 

For track tires, I would recommend Yoko, Toyo of Kumho as you start, so you can get used to the breakaway tendencies. For street tires for the track, I would go with the cheapest good tire you can get. This will give you your best value! Examples are: 

17" 

225/45-17 front: 

BFGoodrich g-Force T/A KD $225 (BEST TIRE) Bridgestone RE-71 $125 (BEST

VALUE - MY RECOMMENDATION) Bridgestone Potenza RE730 $130 Dunlop SP Sport

9000 $180 Yoko A008P $ 198 Sumitomo HTR-ZII $120 each (AWESOME VALUE) 

Kumho (heat cycled) DOT R $145 

255/40-17 

BFGoodrich g-Force T/A KD $260 (BEST TIRE) Bridgestone RE-71 $135 (BEST

VALUE - MY RECOMMENDATION) Bridgestone Potenza RE730 $155 Dunlop SP Sport

9000 $220 Yoko A008P $185 Sumitomo HTR-ZII $140 each (AWESOME VALUE) 

Kumho (heat cycled) DOT R $155 

18" Street Tires, this really depends where you live and how much rain you see, but since you are in SD, here we go: 

225/40 18 

BFGoodrich g-Force T/A KD $250 (BEST TIRE FOR GRIP, SHORT LIFE) Bridgestone

Potenza S-02 $255 (BEST WET TIRE OF THE BUNCH) Michelin Pilot Sport $266

(UNPROVEN, HEARD SO-SO FEEDBACK) Yokohama AVS Sport $230 (DECENT VALUE,

SUPPOSED TO LAST A WHILE) Bridgestone Potenza RE730 $211 (NEW, UNPROVEN,

SHOULD LAST A WHILE) Dunlop SP Sport 9000 $211 (GOOD ALL AROUND TIRE, MAYBE

LESS SPORTING OF BUNCH) Sumitomo HTR-ZII $151 each (AWESOME VALUE, ALMOST

IDENTICAL TO DUNLOP 9000 - SAME MAKER) 

265/35 18 

BFGoodrich g-Force T/A KD $300 Bridgestone Potenza S-02 $330 Michelin Pilot

Sport $300 Yokohama AVS Sport $265 Bridgestone Potenza RE730 $220 Dunlop SP

Sport 9000 $280 Sumitomo HTR-ZII $195 each 

Brad 

Subject: [racing] Re: Track tire recommendations, 6/8/00

From: mike piera AnalogMike@aol.com 

> I am quickly wearing out my tires in ~4 track days and would like to get a FEW > more days out of tires before buying new again!

----------

Larger tires will help. Kumhos seem to last the longest in 17" sizes, Hoosiers will wear out quickly on your car, especially if you do not have wide enough rims. Kumhos are more tolerant to rims on the narrow side. I also like the Toyo RA-01 for long wearing race tires, but they only have a single 17" size. The Yokohama A032R is another possibility for a long lasting tire, but are very noisy if you drive them on the street.

Subject: [951] re: race tires, 6/27/00

From: Mark Kittock red951@pclink.com 

It depends on what you are looking for.  If you want to run competitive times, Hoosier, BFG G-Force are the fastest tires, but will have less than a 50 treadwear rating.  Plus, these require large amounts of negative camber to work correctly (fine for the track, but will toast the street tires).  I think the Kumho has about a 50 rating and is nearly as fast as the others.  I run Toyo, 50 rating, they are a bit slower than the others but last forever.  Another choice is the Yoko A032R, similar to the Toyo in speed and wear from what I've seen, but usually people go to something else after 1 set of the A032R.

From what I've seen, the Kumho is the best compromise of life vs. speed.  I'll keep running Toyo's as $$ are more important than ultimate speed, I'm not going for any trophies - just driving for fun and improving my driving skills.

Also, the size you're looking for would be 225/50-16 for 16x7 and 245/45-16 for 16x8.  The 225/45-16 will work OK, and improve acceleration, however some regions prohibit using smaller than stock tire diameter.  Mine does.  Check before getting this size.

Subject: [racing] RE: Kuhmo V700 Question, 6/26/00

From: "Todd Serota" tserota@primenet.com 

Ned Cullen wrote:

<< I would like to get a set of Kuhmo's to use as my Saturday practice tires (there cheaper and last longer than BFG/Hoosier).  Should I get the tires shaved or full tread depth?

----------

Get them full tread.  I ran Kumhos on my former '90 C2 Cab at full tread and they worked great - lasted a long time too.  I'd be running them on my 996 Cab if they made them in 18's.

