Racing Cages

From: Lee Wilkins "lwilkins@worldnet.att.net"@worldnet.att.net
Subject: Roll cage padding

Circle Track magazine, which excels on race car engineering how‑to's, had an interview with Dr. Terry Trammel, who has done surgery on a lot of Indy car drivers.  His advice was (and I paraphrase, but pretty accurately) "pad everything your head, arms and legs could make contact with in a crash".  He went on to say that a lot of drivers break their hands, wrists, legs, etc. because they bang against a hard surface in a crash.

One other thought.  An earlier edition of Circle Track mentioned that there is a type of roll cage padding (generally referred to as NASCAR padding) that deforms instead of rebounds, and is supposed not to melt and drip in case of a fire.  Dave Turner Motorsports can supply it. He's listed in the index of Pano. Makes sense to me.

Mitch:

I purchased a bolt-in AUTOPOWER rollbar for my '86 951.  The rollbar is bent rearward behind the driver's seat and there is sufficient clearance for my seat to be mounted fully back with the seatback reclined more than normal, required as I am 6' 4" tall.

There has been some list discussion about the benefits of a rollbar welded to the frame rails vs. bolted to the floor and rear wheelwells so be aware that the bolt-in may tear loose in a severe accident.  I time trial, not race, and believe that it is safe enough for me.

The rear seatback must be positioned either up or down before installing the rollbar and cannot be moved afterward.  Also, rear seat access is seriously compromised because of the crossmembers.

Attend a local POC slalom or time trial and look at an installed unit.  I live in Thousand Oaks, CA, north of Los Angeles and will be attending driving schools, slaloms and time trials almost every weekend until November, both at Willow Springs and Buttonwillow if you want to see how mine fits.

For the best price, about $250, call

Danny Suoto

3428 Pickett Street

San Diego, CA 92110

619-688-1777

Let me know if I can help.

Claus Groth, bora450@gte.net 

Subject: Roll Cage for tall driver, 9/10/99R

From: "Rob Pecori" RobPecori@email.msn.com 

I am 6 3' and I fit fine in my 944 with the Safety Devices cage.  A friend with an Auto Power cage has trouble with his car and he is not as tall.  We both have Recaros in the cars.  The problem seems to be the bar along the top of the door. Because the Safety Devices is smaller tubing, it is not as intrusive as the Auto Power that has that huge honkin' bar.  Besides, the Safety Devices cage is lighter and God knows we need all the help we can get with a 944!

Subject: Re: Question on Cages, 9/20/99R

From: Scott  Sanda Stamper@tromfg.com 

You have a lot of good choices available: OG and safety devices are the same thing (i think) and they are nice. Autopower is IMHO, junk, mainly because it bolts to the floor, and doesn't have good door protection.

Kelly Moss will put in a cage that I know will take a 150 mph hit at the kink at elkhart, and let you walk away. It's downside is $$$.

Any well designed cage that bolts or weld to plates, as long as those plates tie into the frame by the front doors, and not just the floor pan, will serve you well.

nascar door bars are another nice touch.

----------

From: Race911f@aol.com 

With a cage, or any safety device, the money is well spent.  Call Dougherty Auto. in West Chester Pa (610 692-6039), they have a whole line of "DAS-sport" bars and cages, from something that can be taken out with no signs of existance, to a full blown RSR-style cage that is tied to the suspension points.  We had one put in our stock class club racer, and the whole job was first class... right down to the custom "lazy man" swing out door bars and the guards red finish. 

Subject: Re: Question on Cages, 9/21/99R

From: "Nabi Rafie" nabi@vill.com 

I've personally installed a Safety Devices cage in my car.  It is well made, but not ideal. I don't know about OG. I think the rear OG install points may be better than SD, not sure?  Stay away from Auto Power roll bars/cages, they bolt to the floor pan - useless!  The SD cage bolts to plates that I welded to the frame on my 951 - 4 bolts of grade 8 I think on each plate.  2 plates on either side.  The only thing I didn't like is that the rear mounting points are not correct - they mount to the top of the rear fender wells - kind of useless since it is so thin back there.  It should connect more towards the rear of the car on or past the shock mounting points.  So, a custom cage is the only way to go if you don't drive the car on the street occasionally.  And make sure it's done right!

Subject:  Re: Question on Cages, 9/22/99R

From: "Bill Shook" skydiven@bellsouth.net 

A couple issues I've had while watching this thread circulate.  First, there should be no such thing as a 'street bar'.  Call it a placebo if you would like but any 'roll bar' that can't take the pressure of a roll over without punching through the poorly chosen mounting points, is not a roll bar is it?  For god's sake you mount your harnesses to that thing, where do you think you're going to go when the mounting points let go....and consider that 'roll bar' bouncing around in there with you.  I would rather just wear a seat belt and take my chances with Porsche structural integrity.

Also, on the issue of custom versus pre-made cages...I paid less for my fully custom, through the vents in the dash, removable door bars cage than Joe paid for his OG...and he installed the OG himself.  My cage is completely non-intrusive.  I never have to duck or hop over or squeeze around anything because I told them what I wanted and stood there while they bent and welded it to that exact thing.  I told them where each of the mounting spots would be, where I wanted the bars to lay, and what bends to put where.  Just go to your local race shop (a talented one of course) and ask them how much.  We are so used to being screwed in this Porsche world that we forget there is NO WAY a mustang racer is going to pay $1500 for a cage installed.  Trust me, go to a very talented tube chassis race car shop and they'll weld a custom cage in there to your specs, tucked up to the roof, out of the way for less than you can buy the OG cage and have it shipped.  Or come look at mine at the track.  Most racers stick their head in and say nice roll bar...then I point out that it's a full cage and they notice the front section tucked up and away.  'Wow, very nice!' is the normal response.

Subject: Re: floor mount cage question, 10/13/99R

From: "Dave Bouzaglou" tre@earthlink.net 

Dicey question but here is my 2 cents: Though I haven't seen a rollover or equally bad accident with the bolt to floor cage, the engineering behind a weld to the longitudinal style is better accepted by the racing community. The floor is a lousy place to mount the cage "feet" (The feet should be backed on the other side by a thick plate.)The floor "feet" may tear thru in severe impacts( which don't know the difference between DE and racing,(or street driving for that matter).

 The targa will be stiffened but not as well as the other style. It is perfectly adequate for DE events and preferred to no cage with the following caveat:

1) Make sure there is adequate padding on impact areas (where the helmet or limbs may hit

2) The seat back is either up against the cross brace, or better yet supported by a additional seat to bar brace

3) Used in conjunction with the 5/6 point harnesses. Another point to think about is What happens in case of accident on the street with no helmet and presumably using regular seat belts?? Think about that- it may cause more harm than a stock car w/o cage

