TRACK - BODY

Subject: Re: Fiberglass sunroof panel, 12/20/99L

From: "Tom" Thomas.Creazzo.B@Bayer.com 

The panel is bonded in with adhesive and the seam filled with black RTV which makes it a change that's not easily reversed.  The fit and finish was quite good and I was able to set it in place so that it was actually more flush to the roof than the original sunroof.  The weight savings was 20 lbs. if I include the 3 lb.motor/control unit which I also removed.  Other bonuses are an additional inch of headroom (helmet room) and elimination of sunroof noises which can sometimes occur - gasket creaking over bumps.

*Kelly Moss also sells a lightweight sunroof panel.

Subject: Side Skirts and Boxed Rockers, 8/28/98L

From: Glen Uslan, Sabotracer@aol.com 

Side skirts and boxed rockers are two styles of rocker panel covers available for all models of 944.  There are several manufacturers of these products and some are better than others as far as fiberglass layup quality and finish.  The European style boxed rocker is available from Performance Products, American International Racing and IFC to name a few.  These are similar in design to the '80's version of rocker/running board for a slant nose 930 turbo.  They look great but do not really match the lines of the 944.  The side skirts available from IFC are terrific looking high quality panels that blend into the lines of the car very well.  When added to a stock 944, they give a much more stylish look to the rocker panel area.  They are also great stone deflectors and save the side of the car from almost all debris.  Even on the race track, they work great.  To view both styles, you can go to IFC's website at www.allporsche.com.

Subject: Re: Question: How to roll a fender, 10/12/99L

From: "TurboTim" timer1@home.com 

I had to roll the fenders to get the big 17" x 10" Azevs with 275's in the back. In front I am running 8 1/2" x 17" with 235's. We rolled the fenders with a bat. We used a Louisville slugger for tee ball to do it. What you do is stick the bat between the fender/rear quarter and the tire. You might need a friend on the rear bumper to weigh the rear end down. Anyway, you work the bat up and down as you turn the bat on its axis. The edges bend right up. Caution and disclaimer: I am not responsible for your misfortunes or damages that occur using the above mentioned procedure.

Subject: Rear spoiler screws, 12/15/99L

From: Sabotracer@aol.com 

I had to drill the heads off of mine to get them out.  Then, once I had them all out, I had to replace all of the bolts with fresh ones.  Don't forget that there are two screws under the latch plates as well!!!  Those usually come out easier.

Subject: IFC side skirts, 12/15/99L

From: Sabotracer@aol.com 

As I have stated in previous posts, and as many have seen via email photos, I used the IFC skirts on my 944.  They are by far the best quality fiberglass products I have used to date.  I have parts from AIR, GT-Racing, IFC and others.  I am now producing my own version of 911 GT-2 style flares for the 944. Combined with the IFC skirts, the flares look great.  Just a little bit more work to make the flares fit!!  If you like the way they look, you can't beat the price or the quality and fit.  

Subject: Re: 951 Front Bumper, 12/25/99 951

From: "TurboTim" timer1@home.com 

What is the best replacement one to fit?  For lightness/air flow to massive

intercooler, etc.?  Carrera 924 GTS or GT Racing 951 with splitter, etc.

----------

I bought an AIR turbo front end for an 87 944S. The fitment was o.k. and it needed a lot of work to smooth it out for painting.  It eventually cracked near the bottom.  The difference in weight, between the factory piece and the fiberglass piece is about 10 pounds or less.  I would recommend keeping the factory urethane bumper (because it can take more abuse and the weight saving is minimal).  You can always modify it or put a front lip spoiler on it. 

Subject: Re: 951 wieght savings – undercoating, 2/25/99L
Author: "Menelaos N. Karamichalis" <menelaos@starnet.net>


On Thu, 25 Feb 1999, Bill Shook wrote:

>Rumor has it (on the list) that the undercoating on a 951 weighs close to 100 >pounds. Anyone know this for certain? Please email me so I can decide whether or not I'm going to attack that pain in the ass job.

I was reading the Original 924/944/968 book last night and came across a
reference that Porsche boasted the use of lots of Wurth undercoating
material in the 944 series. I did not get to the turbo section yet, but
apparently the 944 series has a much more series undercoat than the 924,
lending it a quieter and more luxurious character.

Subject: Re: Undercoating, 12/27/99R

From: AL8001@aol.com Harold

bora450@gte.net writes:

>Is there a better way to remove it? 

----------

Nope, heat gun/propane torch is the best.  I've prepped many cars needing rust repair this way.

>How do I remove the remainder -- wire brush? 

----------

Sometimes wire brush, mineral sprits (paint thinner, _NOT_ turpentine) and a rag works wonders as a light solvent.

>There is no primer under the rubberized undercoat so I will need to prime after >the roll cage has been welded in.  Any suggestions?

----------

There should be something under the coating, it might be gray epoxy primer. If the steel is truly bare, _two part_ epoxy primer is the way to go.  Most black epoxy primer doesn't need a topcoat, so it's great under the car.

Subject: removing sealer/undercoat, 12/28/99

From: michael@cyberhotline.com
I'm doing a similar race car project (but with an Alfa Romeo GTV6) - I have been told that the best thing to do is to pack the area in question with dry ice which makes the undercoat so brittle that it literally flakes off.

Subject: undercoating, 12/28/99

From: Terry Springer terrycspringer@yahoo.com 

I am currently doing this to my '69 911S racecar project. IT does not have the PVC undercoating but in the cockpit area it did have tons of paint/glue/sounddeadening pads/tar sheet crap.

I used a heat gun and scrapers.... but I also used some pretty powerful aircraft quality stripper. Apply the stripper, let it sit for 30 min and then take a scraper to it. After you have scraped, wipe it clean with paper towels. Then apply stripper again and after it sits go at it with a small wire brush to loosen the remaining stuff then wipe it clean again. Finally, give it a final wiping and cleaning with lacquer thinner, this results in nice shiny metal for me that I then prime with a zinc primer. It is definitely a messy disgusting job...

Subject: RE: [racing] Undercoating, 12/29/99L

From: "Avery, David" david.avery@newsysgroup.com 

Try a Makita 4" grinder with a stiff wire cup attachment.  The wire is braided, and will remove ANYTHING from just about ANYTHING.  I used it to remove the rubber bushings from spring plates, undercoating for various rust repairs, the skin from my hands, etc.

Just be real careful... full face shield, thick leather gloves, etc.  The wires from these cups like to dislodge (and lodge in you) when they loosen up.  I've had much fewer injuries with the braided wire cups than the ones with strands.

Just to make sure... the brushes are used with a Makita (or other) 4" electric 10K RPM grinder.  I didn't know if I was clear on it from your reply.  The grinder is *definitely* the way to go.  I've used this method on a 71E, 72T, 75 Carrera (Damn these pre-galvanized cars!) and little spots on my 84 turbo that clutch fluid went through.  No chemical smell, no need to neutralize the surface after (as you would with most chemical solvents-beware!)

Subject: RE: Undercoating, 12/30/99

From: RICKIZED@aol.com
Like I said with the undercoating, scrapping then wire brush (cup brush on Makita) is the only way.  The chemicals did not work!  Yes, it is not fun!!  But at least you have yours on the side I laid under mine for too many hours!  If it was easy everyone would do it.  Also all the late Porsches are galvanized. I used a lite gray paint when I painted everything. Have fun!

Subject: Re: Removing rust proofing, 1/12/00 R

From: "lorenzo" lorenzo@mortimer.com 

I just stripped my 914 for a race tub. What I did is paced a space heater on the opposite site of what I wanred to strip. In other words, for the interior floor, I placed the heater underneath the floorboards. What this seems to do is heat the metal that loosens the contact between the metal and the material. Other methods such as heating the material just made a mess. Once the metal is heated, I simply scraped off the material that literally just peeled off.

Subject: Re: Removing rust proofing, 1/13/00 R

From: "Claus Groth" <bora450@gte.net>

<< You wrote: so how can I get this stuff off ?  Heat ? Paint remover ?

Gasoline ? >>

Ed,

After three weeks, I am still doing this on my 951.  On average, you remove about one cubic foot of rubberized undercoating per hour by scraping.  I use a gasket scraper, occasionally resharpening on the grinding wheel.  Several people recommended aircraft paint remover but I am not sure that it helps.  It is available at bodyshop supply stores.

One coat of paint remover is absorbed into the substrate and appears to soften it a little.  The surface remains wet with two coats and as the material is springy when being removed, small droplets of paint remover are flung everywhere.  It would burn into my face and I would grab the wet washcloth I kept handy.  I did not do that again.

Now that the underside is 3/4 complete, I am scraping dry.  The difference is so subtle that I still do not know which way is better.

A 4" grinder, such as a Makita, with a twisted strand cup wire brush was recommended for final cleanup.  It worked OK.  I also had some disks that have a 1/4" shaft for an electric drill and a black disk that is like very course scotchbrite.  It is available at Pep Boys or the body shop supply store for removing rust and paint.  This cleaned the surface twice as fast.

I purchased black polyurethane catalyzed primer that does not require a top coat.  I will brush it on after cleaning and washing.

BTW, I do not know if your car is stripped or not, but when stripped, my 951 shell does not weigh more than a few hundred pounds.  (I will weigh it next week when complete)  I tipped the car on it's side to scrape and flipped it over last week to do the other side.

Subject: [racing] RE: Dzus Fasteners, 4/17/00

From: Mike Yates myates@stdcom.com 

I bought a lot of the Dzus through Racer Wholesale whose catalog also shows the stackup dimensions versus part number to buy.  They supplied bags of 100 1/8 inch rivet washers that I used instead of the aluminum plate, then relieved the lower layer of material (the fender sheet metal) to allow these to fit into the sheet metal. I had to drill a relief for the pop rivet's tail, anyway. The glass part then laid exactly flat on the sheet metal. With a full backing plate, the load is spread across a larger area but it acts as a standoff, if only a 1/32. The naked pop rivet into a fiberglass hole looked like maintenance a'coming.

