BATTERY

Subject: Batteries

From: Jim Pasha jpasha@adaclabs.com 

With all the talk about batteries, you track denizens should adapt a marine battery box to cover your battery and keep acid/battery gunk from getting tossed all over. The one thing that eats Thyssen steel quickly is battery acid. I have damage on the underhood of my 924 from liquid being tossed from autocrossing and track events. 

With a group/type 41 battery there is room for the box and cover, with minor mods for the later battery cables required. This is also a good way to keep the battery box from corroding through.

Subject: Sears Batteries

From: Jim Pasha jpasha@adaclabs.com 

Ahh, Sears Die-Hards.  Somehow, the product in the normal application is not up to high‑G or rough road operation.  Trashed the plates in the one in my 944 twice.  Finally figured out that the plates aren't very thick and are subject to damage in high‑G corners.  It seems the electrolyte has significant mass and the baffling is minimal in each cell.  Mine died after one autocross season.  Went to the marine‑type and had no problem.  I had to take a size a little longer than stock because they don't make a group 41 in that series.

The Optima batteries have problems, too. Seems we've had a rash of failures after the batteries are 6 months old.  They just go dead.  I'm not sure about the quality of manufacture of any battery these days.  But I've still had my best luck with Die‑Hards for the track.  Remember to use a marine battery box for track cars. Jim Pasha

Subject: Re: Optima Battery - Any Installation Problems? 3/12/00

From: fishomn@imt.net  (Larry Fisher)

If you contact Optima directly, they will sell you the European version of their battery that has the ground terminal in the correct location. (the front of the battery)  This battery is not available through any of the American distributors, according to Optima.

Make sure you get the 75/35 group size - 7 and 5/8 inch height.  The cranking amps are 720 in this size vs. 800 in the taller size. (about ½ inch taller)

Optima's number - (888) 867-3462

Subject: Odyssey battery, 4/5/00

From: Tim Rademacher 73052.3076@compuserve.com 

Last spring I installed a Black Panther BP800 dry-cell battery in my 944.  I have been pleased with it so I think others on this list may be interested in these batteries.  The company has apparently changed their name to Odyssey since I bought my battery.  It appears that only the name has changed and the battery is still the same.

First, the battery is a dry cell so it can't leak and corrode the battery compartment.  It is very compact so there is plenty of clearance below the hood.  It is fairly light at 24 pounds (the Optima 800U weighs about 40 pounds).  Finally, the battery seems to hold a charge well.  I let my 944 sit for about three months last winter with the battery connected.  When I first drove the 944 this spring, it started up like I had driven it the day before.  The negatives of the battery are it is expensive and there is not a good way to mount it.  I have mine strapped to an aluminum plate that I cut to fit the battery hold downs.

For information and a picture see 

http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/timrad/odyssey.htm .  The usual 

disclaimers apply: I have no affiliation with Black Panther/Odyssey.

Subject: Odyssey Batteries, 4/6/00

From: Mahler9th@aol.com

I too installed one of these-- in my '87 951.  The company that makes the Odyssey line of batteries is Hawker http://www.hepi.com/home.shtml.  They used to own Optima but sold it to Interstate.  I took the Optima battery out of the front of my car (~40-42 lbs.) and installed a small 15 lb. Odyssey unit http://www.hepi.com/products/sli/index.htm behind my passenger seat.  The battery cost me $130.  There are a number of choices, I am trying one of the smaller units.

Subject: [racing] Optima Batteries, 6/26/00

From: Jack Hartley jhartley@ultimatehat.com 

Optima 800S Batteries at $125 each.  Price includes shipping (approx.40 lbs).  Orders will be shipped UPS Ground within 3 days of receipt of order.  The Optima battery, utilizing Optima Spiralcell Technology, is "The World's Best Battery!".  Optima batteries are completely sealed and have specially designed, corrosion-free terminals: no checking or adding water; no cleaning terminals or trays.

I have been a PCA member for 12 years, hold a PCA race license and have a race car project "under construction."  WSB Racing is part of my parent company, Ultimate Products, Inc.  We take Visa, Master, Discover & American Express.  E-mail me privately if you have any questions about me, my company or if you would like prices on other Optima batteries.
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