
RADIO / STEREO
My AM radio reception is terrible, but FM seems to work fine, what's up?

Poor AM radio reception is typically caused by the pre‑amp not receiving power.  Apparently the pre‑amp is not required for good FM reception if they have fairly strong signals.  The power to the pre‑amp is sent through a black wire in the same sleeve as the power antenna.  +12 volts should be applied to this wire whenever the radio is on.  Most radios have a Power Antenna wire that should work for this function.  Directly connecting +12V would be a bad idea since it would eventually drain your battery.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

How do you remove the stock Blaupunct radio?

As a 'security' measure, the Blaupunct radios are mounted in a special bracket with no obvious means of removal.  There are 4 holes at each corner of the radio face that are used to unlatch the radio.  Although there is a special "tool" available to remove the radio, the simplest way to use 4 pieces of stiff wire or nails.  Simply insert them into the holes and the radio will come free.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Gregor Diseth gsdiseth@efn.org 

To: CJ Van Meter meterman@execpc.com 

Subject: Re: Radio wiring

CJ Van Meter wrote:

>Does anyone know the color codes of the wires used for the radio?  I bought my >car without a radio and it seems to be a >real mess in there.

----------

If you buy a Blaupunkt Reno, the stock radio cassette unit, it will plug right in.  It has an excellent tuner and a decent cassette section with Dolby C.  If you want to install a CD player instead, like I did, I'll describe the wiring below.  I just fetched my Reno from the hall closet to look at the diagram on the bottom. Bad ASCII art follows: 

(Connector fatter on one end, Left two spades/slots wider than the rightmost two)

Left to right:

Ground (earth), switched 12v (terminal 15), switched 12v for motorized antenna or amplifier trigger signal, permanent 12v for memory retention.

The circular DIN connector is proprietary for the Blaupunkt equalizer/amplifier, if one is present.

The speaker connector, from left to right (each pair one speaker, polarity not identified)

right front, left front, left rear, right rear.  I don't remember the wire colors, so you may have to flip the connector end to end.  Keep polarity constant with each speaker connected.


Gregor, 944 2.7. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: "Mark Neustadt" mneustad@millcomm.com 

Subject: Terrible AM reception

Here are the radio wiring colors:

Brown ‑‑> Ground

Green ‑‑> Switched power (Ignition)

Red w/white stripe ‑‑> constant power

Red and brown ‑‑> Right Rear speaker

Yellow and brown ‑‑> Left Rear speaker

White and brown ‑‑> Left Front speaker

I don't remember ‑‑> Right Front speaker

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: "PorscheList@Alpine" PorscheList@alpinenet.com 

To: 'Mark Neustadt' mneustad@millcomm.com 

Subject: RE: Terrible AM reception

The little black wire on the antenna lead is the power to the antenna amplifier. You need to provide 12+V to this lead for the antenna to work correctly. I would just tap into the green lead.  I couldn't even pick up a FM station 5 miles away when mine wasn't connected.


Cris 86 951

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Gregor Diseth gsdiseth@efn.org 

To: Mark Neustadt mneustad@millcomm.com 

Subject: Re: Terrible AM Reception

The black wire attached to the antenna cable which requires +12v is already attached to the antenna amplifier.  Just give it a switched +12v source from the harness supplying the radio (teminal 15).  If the factory connector is still present, it is the second wider spade from the end.  Otherwise, use a VOM or

test light to ensure the lead you choose is switched with the key, or you risk draining the battery. 

I never connected power to the antenna amplifier when I installed my Blaupunkt Ventura CD unit.  At the time I replaced the Reno I didn't know there was an antenna amplifier, and I didn't remember seeing a black lead along with the antenna cable.  There was no connection on the Reno for it, so perhaps it is powered from another location.

I now have zero AM reception, but the FM is excellent, so the antenna amp must not be connected, or the AM section is defective from the factory.            

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Mark Neustadt" mneustad@millcomm.com 

Subject: Terrible AM reception

Here's what we got from the antenna problem.  A little black wire comes out of the shielding of the thick black antenna wire.  It is normally connected by a small, one wire harness to two red wires.  I snipped the little black wire free from the small harness and then spliced it into the switched power wires (green).

Hallelujah!  I get AM radio now!  I can listen to the Green Bay Packers from Rochester, MN!  I can get FM stations from Minneapolis!  That's over 90 miles away!  Thanks again!

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Aubrey Mansfield" aubrey@aonix.com 

Subject: Terrible AM Reception

I had the same symptom as Mark (see following) but with a different solution:

The 'little black wire' from the antenna cable WAS connected to a switched +12v source.

The AM section of the radio, Blaupundt Reno, is good.

The antenna amplifier is good.  No apparent smoked components and +12v when the radio is on. (located on the passenger side, behind the glove box, just inside the dash lip, attached to the body with a single bolt.  It's a little back plastic box  about 2 1/2" by 2 1/2" and the ONLY was to see it is on your back, head first under the dash)

Problem:  Intermittent connection where the antenna cable from the radio attaches to the antenna amplifier.  Jiggle (technical term) the antenna cable with the radio on and set to an AM station and viola ‑ AM reception!
  Aubrey, '87 944 NA

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Michael Stewart Fields mikef1@abts.net 

To: Roxanne Geary rxy@mindspring.com 

Subject: Re: Minor Problems

You may want to give Blaupunkt a call at 800‑950‑2528 and ask for a photocopy of the manual.  They sent me one about two years ago.

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: cdwhite cdwhite@Concentric.net 

Subject: RE: Re: 944 rear speakers

To: Gary Windham garyw@ccpl.carr.lib.md.us 

>Chris, would you mind describing the process of replacing the rear speakers, >window glass and all?
Gary Windham, '88 944T

---------- 

Sure, first take an acetylene torch.... no wait wrong project.  Ok here is the procedure I use on a step by step basis.

1) remove rear quarter window. As it turns out the window is held in place by a rubber gasket that also makes up the out side trim. (yes the outside trim is all one piece with the inside rubber!) I found that by prying up the gasket with a flat blade screw driver starting from the lower rear corner while applying pressure (toward the outside) was the best method. Don't worry if you see the interior rubber changing color ‑ it's old.  A little vinylex will put it back to new. (I don't know how this might effect cars that live in arid areas, they maybe more dried out that mine. You might want to try a test area.)

2) Remove the quarter panel ‑ you can see all the screws ‑ there are 4 or 5. There is one of those plastic anchors near the top front area ‑ use large flat blade to pry out so you don't damage panel.

3) Remove the plastic plug half way up the rear pillar ‑ Phillips head. This looks like a seat belt anchor point for shoulder harness.(?)

4) Remove the windlace at the front edge of the trim panel. This stuff is pretty strong so don't worry if you need a little force.

5) The rear seat latching post can be removed or you can try to maneuver the panel over this. (rear seat has to be down)

6) Remove panel! I left the seat belt in place through the panel. There is enough slack available so that the panel can be place in the rear cargo area while you are working.

Installation ‑ Reverse of above. The only tricky part of the installation is the window. I started by installing the front edge of the window first making sure that the exterior front edge of the trim was correctly in place. (you will see a lip which the trim connects to) Then work your way to the lower rear corner alternating between the top and bottom.  The technique that I used was to pry the gasket over the lip with a flat blade screw drive and push the gasket in place by hand. The screw driver can be slid from front to back with the other had following it making sure the gasket is in place. The only tricky area is the final corner. I found the my gasket was very flexible and even a great deal of prying pressure did not damage it.  It worked for me! 

Chris White

----------

From: "DAVID GANOPOL" DAVIDG@egret.sanjose.vlsi.com 

Chris, great write up on the window removal. I did this once before and I would like to add two points. 

1. Be careful when pushing on the window. My body guy said (obvious) they could break into little pieces.

2. To put the window back in, put a piece of string in the window groove place the window on the car and pull the string from one corner then all the way around the window. The rubber will be pulled inside the car. Use a large size dia. string about 1/8" use some silicon spray. The only problem could be the string catches a cut in the rubber and tear. 

David 951 Burg.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Michael Stewart Fields mikef1@abts.net 

To: MR KURT S ROSSELIT TRGW01A@prodigy.com 

Subject: Re: Stereo Manual

That's strange.  About a year ago, I called Blaupunkt and they sent me a photocopy of the manual and a set of speaker connectors for my Reno radio/cassette player. I don't know who you meant by "Rep", but you may want to call Blaupunkt's Tech line at 800‑266‑2528.            Mike Fields, '88 Turbo S

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: JAMES GIESEKING JGIESEKING@MAIL.OPEN.ORG 

Subject: Front Door Panel Speakers for 944

I know this has been hashed to death, but does anyone know of a mail order source for the MB Quarts(z) 5 1/4" separates that have been recommended by a couple of Listmembers?  Has anyone else put separates in front that they are really happy with?  Where are you putting the tweeters?

James

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: "." MrGolden@swbell.net 

Subject: Re: Running speaker wires...

Aftermarket wiring is usually run down either side of the car.  Start by removing the lower door sill trim piece.  Pull up on it near the front of the door.  There is a screw in the bottom of the rear quarter trim panel at the edge of the door that needs to be removed. With the door sill trim removed, pull up the weatherstripping about a foot, starting at the bottom front corner.  You can peel back the cloth edge of the carpet along the kickpanel.  The wires can be run along this route, and under the edge of the rear quarter trim panel, to the rear cargo area.  Once there, run it behind the carpet on the side of the fenders. I know some of this may not make sense if you've never done it before, but it's really not to tricky.  Just be careful to proceed slowly when pulling on carpet that's glued down, because the glue Porsche uses is very strong and the carpet may tear.  I've owned two 944s and two 951s, and installed stereos and alarms in several others.  If you need any ideas, or more tips email me.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: wws@w6ws.corp.sgi.com  (Walter Spector)

To: jefff@themagazinegroup.com 

Subject: Re: antenna

> I presume you are talking about an antenna built into the windshield.

----------

There are actually two connections.  The first one is obvious ‑ the coaxial input itself.  The second is less so ‑ it is the power connection for the Fuba preamp. This wire is routed along with the coax thru a length of tubing.  Symptoms of a disconnected preamp are:

‑ Almost zero AM reception (unless you are a mile or less

  from the transmit site)

‑ Only strong FM stations can be received.

The power lead should be connected to the 'power antenna' connection on your radio.

>2) at the bottom of the windshield, passenger side, accessible with the engine >hood up, there is a metal removable cover which conceals the connector to the >windshield (in case the windshield has to be replaced, this is what is >disconnected by the glass installer).

----------

The preamp itself is on the underside of the battery box, i.e., the other side of the firewall from what Lee is describing.  (It is a small black box behind the glove box which says 'FUBA' on it.)  There is only one connection ‑ the wire leading to the windshield. The coax/power lead is soldered to the preamp board so is not likely to fail.

Walt Spector, (wws@sgi.com)

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "RJANJUA" dragyn@globalserve.net 

Subject: Fw: inquiry about radio wiring

Well your in luck as I used to own a car audio store and installed many radios myself in all kinds of cars.  I may not know what the colors mean in you particular model but I can tell you how to find out.

Get a test light at the hardware store and a 9 volt battery, cut some of the shielding off each wire coming out of your dashboard. so that  the bare copper is exposed on the ends. (carefull not to cross any of the wires)

Keep your ignition key in off position and ground your test light with the clamp (bare metal on the body of the car i.e. screws hinge etc).  Touch each wire with the pointed end until the test light goes on.  Keep the contact and turn on your lights if the light goes off this is your radio dimmer lead.  If the light stays on then it is your constant power (always has 12v in ignition on or off position)

Next repeat the process with your ignition in the on position.  The one that lights up and stays on when you try your lights is the switched ignition lead. (turns radio on or off when the key is turned)

Next you must clamp the test light to your constant power lead that you found earlier and start tapping the other wires with the pointed end.  When the light goes on you found your ground Don't forget to try the lights again if the test light goes off the it's not a ground wire.

Mark all the previous wires with tape or other method you may prefer.

Now for the speakers

Take the 9 volt battery and attach one of the left over wires.  Then proceed to tap each of the left over wires to the other contact of the battery.  Once you hear an audible pop from the a speaker you have found the leads for that particular speaker.  Disconnect the wires and label them accordingly.  The darker wire is usually the negative side.  repeat this with the rest of the wires untill you have all your speakers designated.

Once this is done all that is left to do is splice the wires with the radio wires and install the radio.

(Make sure to test before reassembling your dash, as it is a real pain to have to pull you dash apart to fix a mixed up wire)

If you have a power antenna the (usually) Blue wire from the radio must be attached to you power antenna lead from your dash (found by running constant 12v power to the lead.  the antenna will rise)

The only concern you might have is that Porsche and Volkswagen don't supply a switched ignition lead to the radio.  Only constant power.  I am not sure if the 944 has this same detail.  If it does just attach your constant power and switched power wires from your radio together and attach to the constant power from your dash.  This will run the radio even when the car is off and you would have to manully turn the radio off when shutting the car down.

I hope this was a help.  I'm posting this on the P‑fans newletters for everyone else to refer to if they have any questions                           Ron Janjua, www.globalserve.net/~dragyn/pfans 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Todd Kent‑FTK003 Todd_Kent‑FTK003@email.mot.com 

Subject: Re: Speaker hints for the 944

To: ZQJB08A@prodigy.com 

The rear speakers are a real pill to get to. You have to remove the panel they are hiding behind. Yes, from the floor to the roof. Take your time, and count the hardware you remove. Once you have the panel off, your can remove the speaker. It is a 4 X 6" speaker. You can get a replacement from any audio shop, but I would recommend getting what is called a 4 X 6" PLATE speaker. These fit in the same holes, but have two smaller speakers insted of one oval shaped speaker (sounds better). SONY makes a real nice 4 X 6" plate speaker. It has an oversized 4" mid‑range driverwith a small, soft dome tweeter next to it. I used to have some in a VW Golf, and LOVED them. Now I have my 944, and love it even more! 

The same goes true for the door speakers. The Sony plates are very nice. If you want to get really creative, there are many options you can explore about mounting bigger, and better speakers in the doors and on the dash. These additions can really make sweet listening spots for you and your passengers. A local audio shop can talk about options like that with you. Ask to see some of their work in a customer's car....NOT their own. Really 

nice work should NOT look like an addition, but OEM. Also, ask a lot of questions about preserving the car's interior so everthing can be removed without leaving HUGE holes in stuff (in case aliens force you to sell your car). I do not recommend trying anything fancy unless you are really knowledgeable about custom audio installs. It is a hobby of mine that has taken me to shows and sound‑offs here and there. I mainly do it for my own personal satisfaction (that, and I love nice audio and can't stop tinkering with things). 


Todd

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

Subject: 944 rear speakers, 6/4/98

From: Stephen Magown magown@netdoor.com 

I just successfully installed a pair of Clarion 4652 4x6 plates in the rear of my 951. I removed the rear windows which made it easier to remove the rear panels. The speakers fit pretty good. The only problem I encountered which isn't much of a problem was the speakers are both the same there isn't a right and left  So the speaker in the passenger fit better and the screw holes lined up allot easier. On the driver side they didn't line up perfectly. But with a little effort I was able to line up the holes and use 4 screws. There are pictures of the speakers on my webpage http://www2.netdoor.com/~magown/951/ The information on my stereo system page is incorrect now that I have this new info. I will try to add pictures of the speakers in the car and update the page soon.

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Davinder Manku" dmanku@intec‑hou.com , 7/31/98F

Subject: re: aftermarket rear 944 speakers.

I fitted 6.5" coaxial Blaupunk speakers in my 951 recently, and yes, the factory 4x6's are not very good. I had to remove the rear windows by removing the black locking strip outside the car,and pushing the glass out. The trim covering goes under the rubber seal strip so the glass needs to be removed to do the job right. The factory speakers in my car were mounted in an adapter plate which converts a hole approx. 6.5" into the elliptical 4x6 shape. The original 4x6's are positioned half in the adapter plate and half in the cars sheet metal. With it removed, the after market round speakers can be fitted into the existing hole.

The remaining hole space can  be 'patched up' using the old adapter plate, ensuring there are no big gaps around the speaker.  I used a bathroom type sealer to finish the job. Refitting the window seal locking strip can be a pin in the ***. After putting the glass back in and ensuring the trim was tucked under the

seal, I had someone inside the car apply pressure to the glass while I pushed the strip in. Sound quality is much better, you can actually feel some bass! I think 6x9 would fit but you may have a harder job cutting / filling gaps.

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

Subject: Re: new stereo!, 8/7/98L

From: Walter Spector wws@w6ws.corp.sgi.com 

Here is the bill of materials.  Besides looking a lot nicer than the waffle grilles, these allow a deeper speaker to fit.  I was just able to mount a 2" (52 mm) deep Audax VE4X6F0 midrange using them.

2  944‑555‑149‑00‑01C  Loudspeaker grille (satin black) $29.10/ea

2  944‑555‑159‑00      Frame                           $3.95/each

8  N‑043‑938‑3         Lens head sheet mtl scr 3.9x22  $0.22/each

8  N‑011‑522‑7         Washer                          $0.06/each

8  477‑034‑375         Bushing                         $0.11/each

With a PCA discount, it works out to about $30 per side.

A couple of things I've noticed:

1.) The grills stand out enough to actually touch the side of the dash when the door is closed.  They don't seem to make a significant indentation but I don't know what the long term implication of this contact is.  Perhaps someone who's car came with these could comment?

2.) Only speakers having the same metric 4x6 shape as the OEM speakers will fit. My B‑A plate speakers are rectangular and do not fit.  Even if I were to trim the plastic around the B‑A speakers to oval shape, the plastic plate is still too thick for the grille to snap onto the frame.

3.) Do not forget to order the bushings.  They provide a bit more clearance for the speaker and also allow a little more wiggle room for the grille to properly snap onto the frame.

Subject: Rear Speakers, 9/8/99L

From: Rob Holmes Rob.Holmes@Kalamazoo.co.uk 


Here's my detailed account of how I replaced my rear speakers.  This applies to Euro spec RHD cars, but I have refrained from including any references to sides, or controls, so it should suffice for any spec. car (to my knowledge).

Rear Speakers (Removal & Refitting)

The rear speakers on the 944S are located behind the rear interior side panel.  To remove and replace these speakers is simple, but time consuming.  If you follow a few precautions, and have a few simple tools, it is a job that can be attempted by any competent individual.

Tools:

Medium sized cross head screwdriver.


Right-angled crosshead screwdriver, with not more than 2 inches between the tip and the right angle.  (A useful alternative is a right-angled ratchet

screwdriver)

1)
Open door and ease away the door shut rubber from the rear of the door jamb.  This will also require the removal of the plastic kick plates at the bottom of the doorway opening.  This plastic strip is just clipped into place and holds speaker cable beneath it, and can easily be removed, bearing in mind that a number of integral clips keep it in place.  Gently lever it up with a screwdriver.

2)
Remove the screw holding the rear panel vertically against the trailing edge of the door and the one below the speaker holes.  Open the rear hatch and remove the plastic cover on the rear seat belt mounting pins.  Next remove the bolts holding the belt and pull it out of the way.

3)
Just below the seat belt mounting holes to the rear of the car you will find a covered screw holding the trim in.  Remove this along with the 2 covered screws holding the trim onto the roof section, one is located between the rear roof lining and the side panel, the other to the top rear of the window.  You should have removed 5 screws in total.

Procedures 4 and 5 are optional, as replacing the trim panel can be awkward, but it does make life easier.  If you decide not to follow them, ease the trim panel away from the steel panel, but don't move it more than about 2.5 inches, else the back of the panel will kink, and it will look a mess afterwards.  Now your right-angled screwdriver comes into it's own for procedure 6.

4)
Gently prise the rubber seal around the rear window up, so that you can ease out the part of the rear interior trim that is tucked underneath it.  To replace this you can use the right-angled screwdriver (more later).  Do this all the way round the window, and hey-presto, the rear trim panel is now free to rotate around the front seat belt that passes through it.

5)
Move the panel towards the rear of the car, and you can now get to the speaker mounts.  

6)
Remove the screws holding the speaker in the mount (x4), and be careful not to drop the small round toroidal (doughnut shaped) plastic bushes that the speaker mounts on, into the hole in the rear panel.  (If you do, don't panic, as you can gently prise the black plastic oval air vent in the door jamb out [held in by a clip attached to the vent at the top] and get your fingers in to reach them out.)

7)
Remove the old speakers, and replace with the new, not forgetting the plastic bushes.

8)
Test the speakers.

9)
If all is well, put the trim panel back into position, and put a couple of screws loosely located in their holes (finger tight) to locate the panel correctly.  This will help in the next section.

10)
Get your right-angled screwdriver and ease it under the window rubber and lift the rubber towards the centre of the car.  As you do this push the flapping loose part of the interior trim panel under the rubber, and run the screwdriver around the rubber, pushing the trim part under the rubber as you lift it.  If this is done right, it will take you about 20 seconds, and look as per factory when finished.

11)
Replace the trim screws at the rear, and the rear seat belt mounting.

12)
Replace the plastic door kick plates strip at the bottom of the door, adjusting the rear panel as you go.

13)
Finally, replace the screws in the vertical part of the door panel, and you've done.

Subject: New Speakers Installed today, 1/17/99 L

From: "Mike Green" mikeg@rennlist.com 

Just finished installing 4 new Pioneer TS-G4611 4x6" Speakers on 'da car.  The speakers were $45 a pair, so around $90 total, I got them from Best Buy here.  Installation was about an hour.  I did NOT remove the rear windows or anything.. The plugs were a plug-n-play thing, old ones fit perfectly.

Front speakers need a new grill, or longer screws to get in... I just hope I

don't kick them out in the next day or so before I put new grills in..

Subject: Stereo FAQ stuff, 9/19/00

From: Walter Spector w6ws@earthlink.net 

I haven't posted this in a while, but here is the latest draft of my 924/944/968 stereo FAQ:


http://reality.sgi.com/wws_corp/stereo_faq.html 

There have not been many major changes lately, but I have attended to a lot of details and cleanups.

A couple of specific questions:

1.) People with '87s and the 4-speaker system: Does anyone have an ‘87 that did NOT have the 6.5" to 4x6" adapter plate?  I'm trying to determine if all '87s had the adapter or if it was a mid-year change.  Does any 6.5" just bolt right up?

2.) 968 guys: Do any of you know the manufacturer or any of the specs of the under-seat amps?  Apparently there are two 2-channel amps - one under each seat.

Subject: Door Speakers, 11/12/00

From: david.chong.tai@ca.pwcglobal.com 

Boston Acoustics has a 4x6 (CX7E) designed for European cars.  It fits behind the original grille and sounds quits good (as good as a 4x6 would sound anyway).

Check this site: http://www.bostonacoustics.com/SeriesPage.asp?ID=23&SpecID=4 

MESSAGE:   (#7532) Spilling My Audio Knowledge, 1/18/01

AUTHOR:    perry951 perry@fuse.net  

I posted a small bit of info about my setup a while back for my '87 951. Since I see you all as family.. I'll spill the beans. I am an audio freak (literally.. I am in the radio biz and demand good sound. Here is what I did, and will put my system up against anything out there in a 944. 

I have the Kenwood KDC-715s reciever tuning the system (looking for the 8000 series soon) I installed a Polk Component set in the doors (model EX2540). You get 4" rounds to fit in the 4X6 spot (with a plate or just bolt them in straight. (The plate boxes thim into the door, or just free air them). You also get the 3/4" tweets that you can mount just about anywhere (I put them above the window switches, and they are very impressive) You also get the crossovers. Mount the crosovers in the door on the crash tube with wire ties in a bag so they don't get wet. I stayed with the Polk EX462a 4x6" in the rear. I also have a Polk DX8-4 8" Sub in a .33 cu/in box in the hatch. The sub and rears are driven by 1 Alpine V12 4 channel (model F-407) The component set is driven by 1 Alpine V12 2 Channel (model T-407) This system is not a boomer, but has the most full sound that I have heard in a long time. Cost $1200 at most. I cannot speak enough about the Polk sound. Best I have heard. 

Subject: Stereo FAQ back on-line! 2/6/02

From: Walter Spector w6ws@earthlink.net 

I am pleased to announce that my 924/944/968 Stereo FAQ is now back on-line!  The new URL is http://reality.exsgi.org/wws/stereo_faq.html.  

Subject: [951] Quickest stereo upgrade ever!! 3/5/01

From: Mike JMG944T@aol.com 

I am not the type of person to rant about a great service but I just replaced the factory 10 speaker stereo head unit in my 944 Turbo S with a unit from SW Stereo (panorama).  Talk about enjoying a car again!! The stock booster had shorts causing less than half of the speakers to work.  Anyway, the guy there told me this would be a 10 minute job and everything would be fine with NO MODIFICATIONS to any stock part due to his prewiring (yeah right).  Well 7 minutes after opening the box the new Tokyo unit was fired up and done.   Amazing if you have ever fought with a stereo for a day.  This thing even sets the clock from FM signals.  All for $300.  I'm impressed and I thought I would share because I know a few of you would do this if you knew it were this easy.  I AM IN NO WAY AFFILIATED WITH SW RADIO just satisfied and being helpful.

Subject: Latest stereo FAQ info, 4/2/02

From: Walter Spector w6ws@earthlink.net 

A few of you have emailed me that the new site for my stereo FAQ was not working for you.  Our sysadmins recently did some router debugging and now proclaim that all should be well.  If there are any more problems, please let me know.

The current location is: http://reality.sgiweb.org/wws/stereo_faq.html 

You can also try: http://reality2.sgiweb.org/wws/stereo_faq.html 

Subject: Re: New Stereo, 5/23/02

From: Menelaos Karamichalis menelaos@stls.verio.net 

I believe you are thinking of http://www.midwest-usa.com 

Subject: Re: Specific question concerning front door speakers....... 8/15/02

From: Menelaos Karamichalis menelaos@stls.verio.net 

jdd@itlnet.net wrote:

<< I have an '86 944 turbo.  I want to replace the front door speakers and STILL use the original speaker grills.  No extra holes, no cut-outs, just clean sounding 4X6s that fit in the front doors under the original grills. My car does have power windows.  I will also use the same 4X6s as rear replacement speakers also for sound continuity. Can someone recommend a "fit" that keeps the look totally stock? >>

----------

You may want to take a look at the 944 Stereo FAQ:

http://reality.sgiweb.org/wws/stereo_faq.html 

Subject: RE: Car stereo stiffening capacitor, 1/2/03

From: " Clifton Hipsher" Porsche944@carolina.rr.com 

The purpose of a stiffening cap is to compensate for the momentary voltage dips caused by high power transients.

When a large signal hits your amp, the amp immediately tries to draw more current.  Since there is only so much power available, (12V) x (90 amps) or 1080 watts for early cars and (12V) x (115 amps) or 1380 watts for later cars, if the amp tries to draw more current than what is available, the overall system voltage drops.  Look at it this way: If we say we have 1000 watts (12v) x (83.3333333...) amps, but the amp wants 90 amps, to maintain the 1000 watts of power, the system voltage must drop to 11.111111... volts, and adding a "hotter" voltage regulator is not going to help much, if at all.

The problem is not with the alternator, or the battery.  The problem is with the amp you are using.  You can't get blood out of a turnip.  If you want more power for your amp you MUST replace the alternator. Period.

However, you can go about this by another route by tailoring your audio system to fit the car's electrical system.  Start with speakers that will give you the maximum Sound Pressure Level (SPL) in dB for a given input power in watts, and the lower the required power input the better. After all, 90dB is 90dB regardless of the acoustic source. HINT:  An increase of 3dB requires twice the power.  This means that if you get an SPL of 90dB with 10 watts, going to 93dB will take 20 watts.  Then, choose an amp that CANNOT overdrive the speakers.  I use a "fudge factor" of 10%, meaning that if the amp puts out 100 watts maximum, then I get speakers that are rated for at least 110 watts.  Using this rule I have NEVER blown a speaker.

One thing you also need to know is how much current is being drawn when ALL of the other electrical loads (head lights, fog lights, wipers, heater blower, cooling fans, rear window defroster, etc.) are running. If you are already maxed out, then that big amp is just dead weight.

As a final thought, try to shoot for sound quality and not how loud the sound is. I would much rather listen to something that is being faithfully reproduced over something that is loud and clipped.

Subject: Re: Specific question concerning front door speakers....... 8/15/02

From: Menelaos Karamichalis menelaos@stls.verio.net 

jdd@itlnet.net wrote:

<< I have an '86 944 turbo.  I want to replace the front door speakers and STILL use the original speaker grills.  No extra holes, no cut-outs, just clean sounding 4X6s that fit in the front doors under the original grills. My car does have power windows.  I will also use the same 4X6s as rear replacement speakers also for sound continuity. Can someone recommend a "fit" that keeps the look totally stock? >>

----------

You may want to take a look at the 944 Stereo FAQ:

http://reality.sgiweb.org/wws/stereo_faq.html 

Subject: re: alternator voltage regulator, 1/2/03

From: Dan Nguyenphuc danno@thevine.net 

<< Who was it that was selling a bolt-on replacement that boosted output from 13.8V to 14.4V? >>

----------

That would be Dan Wray (IceShark) who sells an adjustable voltage regulator. It's part of his Cibi=E9 e-code headlight upgrade. You can find more info about it on my GURU Racing website. I've installed his headlight kit and I swear the results are even more dramatic than what the photos show.

Subject: Re: Car stereo stiffening capacitor, 1/2/03

From: Dave dc944@telus.net 

Your battery is capable of delivering a huge amount of current (hundreds of Amps) for several minutes.  The alternator keeps it charged as you drive.  Unless your amp is dissipating in excess of 300 Watts continuously, you really don't need to worry about the alternator.  The problem lies in those deep bass notes that demand a lot of current for a short period of time, not a problem for the battery, but most factory auto sound systems use very small wire to power the radio.  Fine for a stock radio, but when you have installed a more demanding unit, a large voltage drop will develop across that small wire between the battery and the radio when the bass notes hit.  This is why the boom box kids use welding cable to supply their amps.  The capacitor is basically a miniature rechargeable battery.  A 0.5 Farad cap. Can supply a huge amount of current, but for only a very short time, such as a bass note, before it has to charge up again, but it does this very quickly too.  So, if you mount this capacitor right across power and ground at the amp, you can help maintain a more stable voltage at the amp without installing the welding cable.

