
PORSCHE
Call Porsche Cars at 1‑800‑PORSCHE (They don't accept e‑mail).

Call PCNA at 1‑800‑545‑8039. 

Porsche Customer Commitment Center at 1-800-545-8039

Subject: We've been hoodwinked, bamboozed, and cheated 

From: debequem@rcinet.com 

>I brought a 81 924 Porsche on the spur of the moment. As vidence of it being >spur of the moment purchase, it was a 924 Porsche as I have been subsequently >told many times "not a real Porsche but an Audi or VW Porsche."...

----------

First, you ask, is the 924 is a good car?  Yes, but like all cars they have their problems.

Second, you may not want a "real" Porsche, if that means what everyone, who is a dyed in the wool expert, claims.  Could you afford it?  Furthermore, the definition is too subjective as to what a 'real' Porsche is.  Here is why.

The Search for the Holy Grill:

Our story starts, bearing the name of Porsche, in May 1948, but it really goes back into the late 30's.  It was the Type 64 and was built in 1939.  The man that started it all was Ferdinand Porsche.  Porsche also built a military tank in 1945 called the "Maus".  In many ways it was ahead of its time with special crumple zones and dent resistant doors.  Could this be considered the real Porsche?

Going back in history, let's say July 1947, Porsche started work on it's "own" car bearing the Porsche name.  There were a group of driving loyalists who reveled in Porsche's latest offering called the Type 356.  It was a delightful driver's car which claimed a long list of followers, even to this day.  The engine, by the way, was a version of VW's four cylinder boxer engine.  There were other tidbits from Volkswagen thrown in for good measure, but nobody really likes to talk about it.  The car earned the nick name The Bath Tub".

In the 60's, Porsche introduced a new model called the 901.  The gods of Peugeot already had religious rights to that number and the design was swiftly changed to 911.  The 356 crowd immediately called "foul! That's not a 'real' Porsche!"  The rear end was too heavy, "and what was that hanging out past the rear wheels?"  Many people thought the six cylinder engine was not a "real" Porsche engine compared to the sweet four cylinder power plant that pushed the 356 into the lime light.

Then came relief, at least for those dyed in the wool Porsche fans.  Porsche introduced the 912 in April of 1965.  "Okay, this is a real Porsche", conceded the 356 crowd.  At least the balance was better.  "Oh, no!" screamed the 911 followers, "That's a VW engine back there!"

Cruising into the very early 70's, Porsche threw another left turn into the market and introduced the 914.  Now, here is a car that everyone had something to complain about.  Not only was the engine a VW engine, but Porsche had the gall to use VW parts in other parts of the car!  Sound familiar?   Now, nearly everyone was in agreement, well, almost.

Later, that very decade, Porsche introduced two more models that helped make coronary artery disease the number one killer world wide.  It was named the 924 and the 928.  The 924 was designed to be a gift to VW, but a twist of fate brought the orphaned creature back to the front door of Porsche.  Cold and hungry, the 924 was taken back in and bore the name of Porsche after all.  "You can't do that!" cried the raging Porsche crowd.  "The engine is in the wrong end!  And what is this, a radiator?"  True, the 928 was a hand made car, and the 924 borrowed Audi parts (yes, Porsche designed the engine, but was built by Audi), but no one worth their snobbish Porsche crest would call those cars a real Porsche, even when many a 911 driver had swapped ends in a turn, thus exiting engine first.  It was considered bad etiquette to let any engine precede you.

Even in the early 80's with the introduction of the 944, which, once again received glares from the "real man's Porsche" sect, simply refused to take root.

Now let's set the story strait.  Even with each introduction of a new model the automotive world embraced each design.  Porsche could do little wrong in some eyes, but they could not please all, mostly of their own clan.

Things began to settle in to a groove for a while, then in the 90's, Porsche did it again!  Enter the 968.  All new, almost, but it still was questioned by "true Porsche fans", whoever they really were.

By this time, the true identity of a "real" Porsche owner and what defined a "real" Porsche was more obscure than some individuals in the CIA.

By the mid 90's Porsche made an effort to "get back to their roots" after "branching" out in so many diverse directions.  This "stemmed" from the sagging sales of the current Porsche line and was the kiss of death for the front engine cars.  Hearing this, many expected the reintroduction of the Maus.  This was not to be.  Behold, the Boxster was born with all the glory and claimed blue blood heritage of a royal wedding.  Despite being a outstanding car, there was a group of anonymous people who secretly stood up and cried "Not so fast! That's not getting back to your roots!"  What they were pining about was that Porsche's claims of the relationship of the Boxster, to that of the fabled 550 Spyder, was in reality closer to the 914‑6.  Porsche had tried everything to divorce themselves from that connection to no avail.  It also borrowed engine technology from the 968.   What was worse, was that it was water cooled, not air cooled!

As the 90's were drawing to a swift close, Porsche geared up to introduce a new version of the 911 that would take Porsche well into the next millennium.  Photos appeared in magazines all around the world.  People gasped at the new car.  The core of the Porsche family had been shaken.  After over thirty years the legendary 911 was about to undergo a death rattle.  Thousands of "dyed in the wool" 911 owners cried "Thou hast committed sacrilege.  Thy offering is not air cooled!", shaking their raging fists in the air.  "Thou is ugly, thou shalt not be a true sports car!  Let it be known that this will be a dark day for Porsche, thou hast finally sunk to the depth of automotive purgatory.", were the murmurs of the depressed zealots.  Prozac sales soared.

Soon after, a distraught group of loyalists banded together.  They took a secret oath, and thus raised the spirits of those around them.  They were proclaimed as saints, and each, in turn, raised the sacred oil cooler to their lips and drank deep.  They pricked their fingers and all became blood brothers of the transaxle clan.  On the night of their departure, there was music and wine.  Their quest was called "The search for the Holy Grill".  They marched off into the dusty distance shouldering high the hopes of those left behind, but were never to be heard from again.

And so ends our story.  We have searched everywhere through time and space for the "real" Porsche, but nowhere could everyone agree to the identity of such a marque.  Perhaps it was only a myth, some dream, or maybe a rumor started by someone working for Ferrari who wanted to wage a covert battle amongst the Porsche clan.  History may never reveal the truth.  We have seen a myriad of models produced over the last several score of years, but each is endowed with questionable virtues.  Could there be a lesson here?  Is reality only what we perceive?  Does this say something about who we are, deep inside?  Is this a Zen thing?

Clearly, with each introduction of a new model, there were those with disfavor.  It is a human thing.

It has been said, that no one embraces change except a wet baby.

Someday, there will be a select group of people that will look back through the years and feel confident that the 996 was the only "real" Porsche.  Everything that preceded it was only practice.  This will exist only in their minds.  You can't order it at the store. There is no Porsche part number stamped on any microfiche anywhere in this world that was, is, or will be "real".  It will not be found in some religious hall.  Great wars have been waged to discover the truth, but it has always been just beyond our grasp.  Perhaps it is the waking moment, the fleeting instant, that we transition from our deepest sleep to morning stupor.  

The "real" Porsche.  It lives in your heart.  Intangible as it may be, no one can take it from you, unless you first surrender it.Marv

Subject: Fuel line recall

From: DDriver1@aol.com 

I just called Porsche Customer Fulfillment at 702/348‑3000, gave them the VIN, and in less than two minutes they were able to tell me when and where the two fuel line recalls were performed on my car.


Doug Driver, 86 951

Subject: Turbo "S" upgrades

From: John Pohl norby@servertech.com 

I'm trying to talk myself into trading my almost perfect 88 944 Turbo for an 89 Turbo S thats for sale at a local dealer. I'm making a list of the differences from memory, and I'd like to know if I've forgotten anything.  As far as I can remember:

larger S4 brakes

ABS standard

larger turbo(30hp)

external tranny oil cooler

hardened 1st and 2nd gears

seven spoke rims

heavier suspension components

adjustable spring perches

Did I forget anything?

The car has 112,000 mi, black on black, all records.

I'm tempted.  John Pohl, 88‑951 black,tan

Subject: Porsche Cars North America

From: "H C Fletcher"hcfletch@duke‑energy.com 

For everyone's information, Porsche Cars ‑ NA has completed their move to Atlanta. The phone number is still the same (1‑800‑PORSCHE). The new mailing address is:

     Porsche Cars North America

     980 Hammond Drive ‑ Suite 1000

     Atlanta, GA 30328

The phone number in Atlanta is 770‑290‑3500. 

Subject: Porsche 1‑800 number and a story, 8/19/98L

From: Neil Deshpande deshpand@rclsgi.eng.ohio‑state.edu 

Porsche does indeed have a 1‑800 number and it is 1‑800‑PORSCHE! 

As for whether they can provide info. on the original config. of the car, they can.  Here is what happened to me when I called asking about the name of the interior color so I could order the right color of armrest for my brother's car. 

From: Mark Kitaoka kitaoka@pacbell.net, 11/21/98F

To: Tom Reynolds kjtar@primenet.com 

Subject: Re: Looking down the road

Tom, call 800-PORSCHE with the VIN.  They will give you a complete dealer service history on your car including recalls that were done and those that are still outstanding.  It is a very good service by Porsche.

Subject: Re: car number, 1/11/99L

From: schumi@vcn.bc.ca Wesley E. Shew

>I have recently seen several people state what # their car was off of the >assembly line.  I own an '86 951 and I know that the original owner picked it >up in September of 1985.  Anyone know how to tell what number it is?

----------

Last 4 digits of your VIN. Mine is #107 of 510, Jun.1990.

Porsche Type Model Numbers: explained

#60 = the Beetle project

356-1 = the car that started it all, midengine VW based 356 prototype.

356 = A, B, C, based models.

550

597 = 4wd military jeep.

718 = open cockpit, 500-ish looking, tube frame racer.

718/2 = Formula II racer

804 = Formula 1 racer car

904 = mid-engine fiberglass production car. 4, 6, 8 cylinder engines.

      LeMans racers.

906 = six cylinder, tube frame LeMans racer.

907 = eight cylinder, tube frame LeMans racer.

908 = eight cylinder, tube frame LeMans racer.

909 = eight cylinder, open cockpit, tube frame racer

910 = eight cylinder, open cockpit, tube frame racer.

911

912 = 911 looks with 4 cylinder 356 motor.

914 

914/6 = a 6 cyl 914

916 = 914 with a 190hp flat 8cyl 911 based engine.

917 = twelve cylinder tube frame LeMans racer.

924 

924GTR & GTP = LeMans specials that were 944 prototypes.

928

930 = 911 turbo

931 = 924 turbo

934 = groupe-4 race car, 911 based.

935 = watercoled moby dick car, 911 based. 

936 = open cockpit LeMans racer based on 917 parts.

937 = 924 Carrera GT (210ps) & GTS (245ps) limited edition

944

951 = 944 Turbo

952 = 944 Turbo (euro-cars)

953 = Paris-Dakar Rally Car 4WD 3.2L

956 = Porsche’s first monocoque race car

959 = AWD sequential twinn turbo super car!

961 = race version of the 959. There were Rally & LeMans racers. LM version

      had 680PS!

962 = 956 race car with a water cooled engine and longer whell base to meet

      IMSA racing.

964 = Carrera 2/4 street cars: , 911 based. aka new 911

965 = Carrera 2 Turbo & Turbo S

968

986 = Boxster

989 = watercooled V8 four door project.

993 = Carrera 2/4 street cars: aka  new 911

996 = New water cooled 911, 

998 = ?

Subject: Watercooler Sales

From: John Pohl <norby@servertech.com>

138,000 924's were made.

113,000 reg 944's

25,000 turbo's

6000 944 S's

12,000 944 S2's

12,000 968’s

These are rounded figures, total made for the whole world.

US figures:

53,000 924's

56,000 reg 944's

14,000 Turbo's

8700 944 S's

4000 S2's

4700 968’s

Subject: [racing] Re: Porsche Font, 7/17/00

From: "John Dunkle" johnd@rennlist.com 

Go to: http://www.rennlist.com/font 

MESSAGE:   (#5081) Re: Porsche Font, 11/30/00

AUTHOR:    Kevin Fraser frazzled@mypad.com  

Its available at Need For Speed Xtreme - go down the list of "Hack and Cheats" 

look for "Porsche True Type Font" http://www.nfsxtreme.com/nfs5/hacks_cheats.shtml  

Subject: Porsche fonts, 3/14/01

From: "skip@tech-session" skip@tech-session.com 

There's been a few requests lately so here's some updated links:

http://members.nbci.com/iconianfonts/page7.html 

http://members.nbci.com/iconianfonts/ultra.html 

Still CAPS and numerals only.

Remember, when using fonts other than those most OE systems load, the end user of a Web Page must also have these fonts for them to show up that way, otherwise they be in the default for their Web browser... usually Arial, Courier(n), or New Times Roman. (unless you add some fancy JAVA)  A work-around is to build the text in a graphics tool and save them as GIF's.

www.tech-session.com, www.paragon-products.com 

Subject: Re: Original sticker prices, 6/21/01

From: Lee Lichtenstein lee@PMSales.Com 

<< What was the Original Sticker price for the 86 951? >>

----------

Some PCNA information I have states the following:

'86 944 Turbo 2.5L, 217hp, 

5 spd




   $29,800

'87 944 Turbo 2.5L, 217hp, Airbags, 5 spd, Optional ABS, 

   $36,300

'88 944 Turbo 2.5L, 217hp, Airbags, 5 spd, Optional ABS, S package   $39,765

'89 944 Turbo 2.5L, 247hp, Airbags, 5 spd, ABS



   $44,900

Please note that the above may not be totally accurate, as this same source says that the '87 & '88 944S came with 2.7L motors, and I'm sure that owners of the 944S only WISHED that were the case.;-)

Subject: Not so Rare ---Porsche Keychain 1/4/02

From: "George Beuselinck" georgeb@944ecology.com 

Found this on the web...

http://www.wheelthings.com/search_manuf.asp?Manufacturer=AUTOart 

Subject: [racing] RE: Porsche Numbers font/script? 8/2/02

From: "Dan Freedman" dan@done-that.com 

I have the Porsche fonts on my Race Car site  www.redcar.done-that.com 

Subject: [racing] RE: [general] RE: Porsche Numbers font/script? 8/6/02

From: "Dan Freedman" dan@done-that.com 

<< The download only gives me a page with the font on it, not something that I

can use on documents.  Am I missing something? >>

----------

You need to install the fonts, you can do that by dragging the font file into the fonts directory, assuming your are using windows. 

Open the control panel, select fonts, that will bring up a list of all the fonts, then drag the new one into the list and it will be installed.

When in doubt go to the support site for your OS and read how to install fonts.

Subject: Re: Porsche model numbering system? 11/9/02

From: "Luis de Prat" ldep@earthlink.net 

Or why they chose multiples of 3.  The first model was the 356.  The prototype for the 911 was the 695 that didn't enter production.  It's likely that the number 9 was chosen because it was the next multiple of 3.   It's also a multiple of the 6 cylinders, 3 pistons per side at 180 degrees.  The 911 was going to be called the 901, but Peugeot had secured the rights to car designations with the number zero in the middle including 901.

The 911 was the first series (after the 356 era).  The 924/928 were the second generation and 2 is a natural succession of 1.  9, for Porsche, 2 for second model, and 4 and 8 respectively for the number of cylinders.  Then came the third series, the turbo cars or 930 and 931.  Then the fourth series, the 944 cars.  Then fifth series, the 951 cars.  Then the sixth series, the 968.  The end numbers get confusing with the 964 as the "new and improved" 911 with 70% new parts and the 968 with a lesser percentage versus the 944...

