
VENT FAN
From: "Karl M. Noah" karlnoah@oscsystems.com 

Subject:  Fresh Air Blower

I turned on my A/C the other day with the blower speed set on 2 when all of a sudden the blower stopped working.  It worked only when set on 4.  After checking the fuse and relay, I decided it was time for the manuals.  After tracing the schematic, I discovered that fan speed 0 to 3 are controlled via 4 series resistor located on top of the air blower assembly and speed 4 bypasses them all together (or shorts them out), thus full speed.  I then looked at the electrical connection located on top of the resistor assembly and found them dirty.  I then cleaned them.  Well, it worked.   I also know that these high wattage wirewound resistors take a beating so I decided to remove the series resistor assembly and look inside.  After 10 years of use, they couldn't have looked better, but they should be replaced.  Some of the resistive material on some of them are starting to flake off and the contacts inside are tarnished. 

Now the real reason for this thread. Has anybody ever replaced this assembly? It doesn't look all that easy and the manuals don't say anything about it.  In‑fact it looks like one long connection from the control knob INSIDE to the air blower OUTSIDE via a rubber grommet.  The thought of having to go under the dash is not exciting at all.  In fact, I'm thinking that when they do go bad for good, I'll cut and solder new ones in lieu of spending hours under the dash.  Any suggestions or advice would be very much appreciated.


Karl, '87 944

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Ruudje" rkoskamp@worldaccess.nl 

Subject: Re: Vent fan speeds #1,2,3 are intermittent

>From: Kevin Gary keving@xtalwind.net 

>Subject: Vent fan speeds #1,2,3 are intermittent

>My 89 944NA A/C (ventilation) fan switch is failing in the usual electric >component incipient failure mode...intermittently!  It is only a matter of time >before I have no other fan speed but "Fast", which really puts conversations on >hold...including the ones with the wife who must agree with the next Porsche >purchase!

>

>The system is the usual automatic A/C system with a four-speed fan.  The fan >sometimes starts in all speeds, but sometimes won't start at all in any speed >except #4 (Fast).  Sometimes it will stop in the lower speeds after it has run >for an hour.  I suspect the resistors in the switch are going bad slowly.

>  

>Anyone had an experience with his or her fan switch failing intermittently?  Any >advice on how to verify the switch is bad and not the fan itself. These pieces >are both very expensive new. I'd like to buy new since I will probably keep this >car for another five years.






kevin Gary

----------

Well my car suffered from the same problem some time ago. Very annoying!.  I cured the problem by just cleaning the overheat/fire‑prevent switches on top of the resistors that are switched serial to the Fan and the fan speed switch.  I cleaned them with Magnetic Tape Head Cleaner and a contact file.  The part with the resistors is located at the right side of the air intake, under the plastic cover (Next to fusebox). It has a connector on top. It is simply to reach and remove. Make sure you do the cleaning all‑right, the resistors become very hot and you don't want to end up with a burned‑out 944. If you don't like what you see, buy a new resistor bank to be on the safe side.

Ruudje 1988 944

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: 944 turbo gt7300c@prism.gatech.edu 

Subject: 86 944 HEATER PROBLEMS

>From: "Jerry Jaspers" jjaspers@rousewyatt.com 

>Subject: 86 944 Turbo problems

>>Reading about all of these heater problems reminded me that my climate control >>fan switch acts up occasionally.  Every once in a while, I'll switch fan speeds >>(0 though 4), and the fan won't even come on unless I have it on the max (4) >>or if I press the defroster button.  This will usually persist for a day, then >>the problem will disappear.  I was told that it is most likely a case of >>slightly corroded contacts.  Any ideas?

----------

>What you have going out on you is the blower motor resistor.  Thought my problem >was the climate control unit, but they normally don't go bad.  The blower motor >resistor is part no. 944.616.101.00.  OEM new will run you $211.37 (Beaudry >Porsche) or used at Parts Heaven for $20.00.  I went used and thought I could >go thru ten for the price of one.  The switch is located under the black plastic >shroud in between the battery and fuse box in the engine compartment.  Carefully >lift off the plastic blower motor shroud and your will see a 4" long cable plug >going into a 5"long white ceramic flat on the right hand side.  There are two >screws that hold the resistor in.  It seems that high speed (#4) is the default >for the only on speed and the power is stepped down for the other three.  The >theory is the ceramic plate holds the stepdown coils in the airflow of the >blower motor to cool them as they get quite hot when you add resistance to slow >the fan (See old PorscheFans posts about meltdown of Headlight switches on early >944's when you dim the dashlights while driving for hours and build up all of >that resistor heat.)  The resistor is easy to replace and should take about 30 >minutes max.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Subject: RE: Heater fan not working right, 12/18/98l

From: "George Beuselinck" georgeb944@popline.com 

On top of the Heater/AC Fan assembly for your car is a resistor pack (the resistors drop down the voltage to the fan, reducing the speed of the fan for differing conditions)... You can find it by lifting/removing that thin plastic shroud that covers the area between the battery and the fuseblock and looking for a thin, wide connector.

The resistor pack is directly below that connector. Remove the two phillips head screws that attach it to the fan motor assembly. You will notice several sets of contacts. Clean or file or adjust those contacts, and make sure that there is continuity between them, and chances are, your problems with fan speed will go away... If not, give me a call and I have a few of those resistor packs available...

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Subject: Re: Fan stopped working (now its worse) 6/17/01

From: "Claus Groth" bora450@gte.net 

John Welch jw_rx@hotmail.com wrote:

<< I have been living with the intermittent fan operation for a while, since I always had the hi speed working.  Well now, I have no fan, and it’s too hot to not have A/C.  I went to look under the hood, and was met with the plastic cover over where I suspect the fan might be.  So now I have a few questions. >>

<< 1.  Do I have to remove the plastic cover to gain access to the resistor pack? >>

----------

Yes.

<< 2.  How do I remove the plastic cover?  At a cursory glance, it almost appears to be glued in, and my past experience with things like this is that they NEVER go back together like they used to be. >>

----------

Remove the rubber seal at the forward edge of the plastic cover and carefully pull the plastic up there.  It is glued at the windshield.  Bend it up and use masking tape to attach it to the underside of the hood.

<< 3.  Should I attempt to repair the resistor pack, or is it cheap enough to just buy a new one? >>

----------

The assembly contains two sets of contacts that require cleaning.  They are somewhat hidden inside but accessible.  It worked for me and lots of other owners.

<< 4.  Where EXACTLY would this fan and resistor pack be?  ie)  Is it in the center of the car, or off to one side?  It seems like the windshield wiper motor is on the driver's side. >>

----------

It is located at the top of the unit on the driver's side of center.  Remove the long connector and the two screws holding it in.  I can have it out in less than a minute.  Being a novice without an instructor at your side, plan for two minutes.

