
DOORS
Power window motor mechanisms

If the channels become dirty or warped, the power window motors may become damaged and eventually burn out.  If the motor sounds like it is straining, or makes grinding/lugging noises it will more than likely need to be replaced in the near future. Cleaning the channels and making sure the windows are properly aligned will prevent damage.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: BFCSM@aol.com 

Subject: door check stop bolts

P‑fans, Gregor Diseth brought up a good maintence item to check  on, the 2 allen head bolts that hold your door stops in place. I just checked mine and like the bolts in  his car, they were really loose! If the bolts ever fell all the way out, the door could over swing and be damaged. So fellow P‑fans get your butt out there and check your bolts!   Colin F. '86 951

----------

Yeah, well, they ain't allen head! They are cheese head, 8mm I think, and backed by 10mm square nuts which are tack‑welded to the inside of the door frame. If you use an allen head to tighten those bolts you will probably round them out and then where will you be?
Doug

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Stuart N. Trushkowsky" speed@magicnet.net '84 944,'85/1 944

Subject: Repair Window Switches

In regard to the post about power window switches, they are repairable.  The switches can be removed with a small screwdriver by carefully prying them out.  The contacts inside the switch need to be cleaned as they oxidize over years of use.  Any one that needs further detail may contact me directly. 

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

To: "Rick Beardslee" rbeardslee@mho.net 

Subject: Re: Rt. Power Window Problem

The quick and easy to check the function of your window switches is to plug them into the location for the driver window.

If it works properly in the driver window, it's OK... A problem with either or both of the switches in the passenger window circuit will result in a passenger window problem.


George Beuselinck, georgeb@mhv.net

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Alistair and Alison" eurgain@enterprise.net 

Subject: Re: Window control

Mmmm, this is strange.

On my '86 944, once the ignition is turned off the electric windows work only when a door is opened. That is, the exact opposite to how Claus's car works.

Looks like someone sometime put a wire in the wrong place ‑ but who has the problem, Claus or me?

Alistair

----------

>Someone recently questioned power window operation.  I have discovered that >after turning the engine off and removing the key, the windows continue to be >powered until a door is opened >at which time the circuit is de‑energized.

Claus, '86 951

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: Alex Roman aroman@gte.net 

Subject: re: S2 Door Handle 

Ian Saunders wrote...

>Last night I went to open my drivers door (RHD 89.1 S2), and something broke? >It now locks, unlocks and opens from the inside, but the lever on the outside >doesn't do anything.

----------

Ian, a similar thing happened on my '84 944. The door handle needed to be replaced. Just work slowly and carefully with the trim stuff and have lots of plastic baggies or an ice cube tray handy to store the screws and bits. 

For the early interior cars, if I remember correctly:

1) Unscrew the lock knob and remove it.

2) Pull out the inner trim piece behind the door handle. Remove the screw and the finger guard.

3) Remove the speaker grill.

4) Remove the door pocket (three screws).

5) Remove the three screws under the armrest. Leave it hanging gently.

6) Remove the two screws (under plugs) at the top of the door panel (front and back)

7) Unsnap the clips around the perimeter of the panel with a wide putty knife. (I use a flathead screwdriver gently.)

8) Lift the door panel up and off the door, unplugging the window

   switches/power mirror joystick.

9) Undo the lock linkage (little white plastic piece) on back of the lock cylinder. Don't lose it.

10) Undo the latch linkage at the bottom of the door handle. My new door handle came with a new linkage, and the old one was a pain to get out, so I just cut the old one off. It's plastic.

11) Unscrew the screw in the end panel of the door that holds the handle in. Slide the handle out.

12) With the key in the lock, remove the lock cylinder and its return spring, and transfer it to the new handle. Don't pull the key out until the cylinder is fully installed. Keep the hardware in order.

13) Installation is the reverse of removal. Replace the handle gaskets while you're in there.


Alex.

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: Alex Roman aroman@gte.net 

Subject: re: Freakin' door handle!

Roger Moore (rog@optelecom.com) wrote:

>Well, after being extremely difficult to open since the day I bought the car, >my passenger door finally became IMPOSSIBLE to open (from the outside, anyway). >My "friend" :) broke it yesterday, now the trigger just flops around loosely. >I'm certain that the inner workings of the door handle have been discussed on >here before, so if anybody could direct me to the approximate date, maybe I >could find it in the archives?  I've been unsuccessful so far just searching >through there aimlessly. If anyone has any information at all, I'd really >appreciate it! It's been unseasonably warm around here this year, but I know >when the weather finally turns colder, I'll need more than one option for >getting into the car. It's not uncommon for those suckers to freeze up!

----------

Here's my revised tech procedure on replacing door handles:

1. Before ripping anything apart, get a new door handle and new gaskets for the door handle. 

2. Also have some light grease handy.

3. Remove the door panel ‑ three screws under the pocket, three more under the armrest, one under the plastic cover in the door handle, two under plastic caps on the outside of the door panel, and the lock knob all need to come out. Also remove the trim piece around the inner door handle.

4. The panel is removed from the car by gently prying out the clips under the panel with a wide blade. It then lifts up.  Note the metal bracket behind it which fits into a slot in the door. Don't bend it.

5. Remove the door handle linkage piece. It's a little grey plastic clip, threaded onto the end of a rod which attaches to the door handle.  It's a pain to remove. The best way is to cut it. The easiest way to non‑destructively remove it involves using a 6 1/2" pair of Channelock pliers ‑ grab onto the clip in such a way that one jaw of the pliers pivots on the metal post that the clip fits on to, and rotate it off the shaft.

6. One big screw on the side of the door holds the handle in.  Remove it.

7. Grab the handle and slide it forwards, then pull the rear portion of it out a little.

8. Using a flat blade screwdriver, pop the lock linkage piece off. It's a white piece of plastic.

9. Put the key in the lock and leave it there. Remove the screw at the end of the cylinder, and keep track of the order of the plates on the end and the spring. Pull the cylinder out. Do not remove the key.

10. Clean off all of the old "gunk" from the cylinder, plates, screw, and spring. Apply new grease.

11. Reassemble the cylinder in the new door handle. Once the screw is in, you can take the key out.

12. Put the new gaskets on the new door handle.

13. It goes in the car basically the reverse of removing it ‑ Front part first, then hook up the lock linkage, then the back part. Have someone else push the rear part in while you put the screw in ‑ it's easy to try and crossthread it.

14. The door handle linkage clip is the adjustment for the handle. Latch the door (on its side) and hold the clip against the metal post while you pull the handle. If it doesn't release until the very end of the handle travel, unscrew the clip a little to move it downwards. When you've got it adjusted, take a tapered tool (I use small needlenose pliers) and insert them into the top of the clip, and push hard. It should pop onto the post.

15. Reassemble the door panel, and you're done!


Alex, '84 944.

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

To: rog@optelecom.com, 924‑944@porschefans.com 

From: Michael Belfoure mbel4@america.net 

Subject: RE: Freakin' door handle!

I had the same problem over the summer.  The passenger door was very hard to open and finally one day it broke.  There is a ear on the inside of the door handle assembly that holds a pivot piece by a roll pin.  That ear snapped.  This piece can not be fixed.  You'll have to replace the entire door handle.  I got mine at the dealer and thought it would be $80‑$100 but it was only $50.  You'll have to remove the door panel leaving the window up to replace it.

There is one bolt to remove once you pop off the two linkage pieces.  Then you have to gently cock the door handle, slide it forward and pull it out. The whole project only took about 30 minutes.  The hardest part is reattaching the lock linkage over the ball joint.  I swore many times but then again I don't have much patients.  But if you take your time it shouldn't be that bad.Michael Belfoure, 85.5 944

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

Subject: Re: Freakin' Door handle

From: craig.g.smith@juno.com (Craig Smith)

I believe you can get this part from a dealer separately‑for 944s: part no. 477‑837‑506‑A.  See technical reference catalog page 104‑105.

Lenny Ramjattan writes:

>I've ...  found that there's a plastic joint that connects the tumbler to the door locking/openning mechanism via ball joints. Mine kept popping out and finally (being so brittle it became) broken. 

Craig Smith, '85 944

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

Subject: Audi Door handles work on 944's

You can use the door handes from the late model: Audi 100/200 models. I think 1988 and up will fit fine with no mods. The Audi handles are about half the cost (about $60 from Audi) of the Porsche ones and come with those plastic linkages that always wear down and fall to the innards of the door. DavidJalai@aol.com

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Moore, Roger" rog@optelecom.com 

Subject: Door handles

Thanks, everyone, for the outpouring of help with my little busted door handle problem. I ended up getting a new one from the local dealer for $58 (‑15% PCA discount). Now, the big adventure will be replacing it this weekend. Shouldn't be a problem with all the info you guys provided.
ROG ‑ '84 944 Alpine White

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: Davidjalai Davidjalai@aol.com 

To: marc.gelefsky@prudential.com 

Subject: high door handle failure rate?

Working in a VW dealer, we see that door handles do fail from time to time.  The number one cause is lack of lubrication! The door handles pivot and linkage do need to be lubricated. I would recommend Wurth HHS‑2000, or simular lube that does not evaporate over time. The Wurth product bonds to the metal.  High friction at the pivot points causes the tempered steel to snap! 

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Lee C. Archie" larchie@lander.edu 

Subject: Fw: door rattles

If you haven't tried this, first try screwing down tightly the plastic dook‑lock covers. Occasionally, this is all that is necessary to fix the problem.  If you are removing trim, a special tool (I got one from SnapOn) is available for removing the hidden plastic plug‑ins (my term) at the bottom of the door, but this tool is really not necessary.  First disconnect the battery. Two putty knives inserted of either side of the plastic plug‑ins between the door and the panel should enable you to pop the bottom of the panel systematically without tearing the top of the plug from the panel.  Removal of the screws is self‑evident.  Two screws have plastic caps.  If you take your time with these, no marks will be made.  Work slowly and carefully from back to front when working with the hidden plastic plug‑ins.  First, my recommendation for power window switches:   If you have power windows, a putty knives also work well to pry the switch loose from both lateral sides of the trim.  If done slowly, the plastic trim, switches, and the brass spring clips will come out by hand as a unit.  Probably, the first time one eases out the switches, the spring clips will fall inside the door‑‑where they can be recovered easily when the panel is removed.  Second, Porsche's  recommendation for power window switches:  Press in the top of push‑button on the switch (as if you were raising the window) and insert a small putty knife between the trim and the bottom of the switch. Remove the switch and disconnect the plugs.  (I do not use this method because occasionally a switch will fly apart with the ball bearings, springs, and lever tabs popping loose.  The lever tabs are not symmetrical, and one has to study a wiring diagram to see the correct orientation for re‑insertion.)  The job is not at all difficult, and I am no master mechanic, but it should be done slowly and carefully the first time.  


Lee, larchie@lander.edu

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: DON ISTOOK istook@flash.net 

Subject: 944 door rattles

A common problem on 944's is the door/window rattle, also light cracking on the outer door skin at the rear edge of the window.  The rattle will go away if roll the window up or down slightly, or if you press in on the door glass adjacent to the door lock button.

A weld in the door subframe will crack, allowing the rattle to occur.  If you pull the inner door panel off and press on the sheet metal close to the locking mechanism, you will find this broken piece.  Usually it it a spot weld that has failed.  

There are different ways to fix this problem.  The easiest, but maybe not the longest lasting, is to drill a small hole through the two pieces of metal that should be welded together. Screw in a small sheet metal screw, shortened for the proper length.  This fix can last quite a long time.  Other ways are to re‑spotweld, weld, or epoxy the pieces back together.  I usually go for the screw method.



Try it...Don Istook

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: Nicholas Mark Yardy ny384388@oak.cats.ohiou.edu 

Subject: Door Rattle...

I found that the door rattle is the cable connecting the interior handle to the latch mechanism rattling on the inner‑framework of the door.  To solve this you do need to remove the door pannel, which I found to be quite easy, as long as you are carefull with the clips.  I put a 3" piece of foam around the cable, and it has been quiet ever since..            Nicholas, 85.5 944 Arena Red

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Tony Golden" MrGolden@swbell.net 

Subject: Door Locks

>What type of door lock system is it...

>     3 wire positive grounded

>     3 wire negative grounded    or

>     5 wire pulse/switched.

----------

Porsche uses a "3‑wire negative" door locking system.  The best place to tap into the wires is at the door lock control unit located under the driver's side of the dash, just below the steering column.  Applying a ground signal to the Brown/Blue‑striped wire (pin #7) will lock the doors, and the Brown/Green‑striped (pin #9) will unlock the doors.  Note ‑ the colors of the stripes may vary from car to car, but the pin numbers are the same.  For future reference, many alarm manufacturers have wiring information available (but not always on Porsches). Their phone number can usually be found somewhere in the owners/installation manual, or from wherever you purchased the alarm.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Gregor Diseth gsdiseth@efn.org 

To: "Lee C. Archie" larchie@lander.edu 

Subject: Re: Porsche Keys

In the US, if you supply a Porsche dealer with your VIN and your registration or other proof of ownership, they will send the information to PCNA to cut you a new key.  I did this with my '89.. I would think this would apply to earlier models too.  Please verify with your dealer.  This assumes the lock cylinders on your car are original.  Otherwise you will have a non‑functional key.  You can even order a new lighted key head.  If you order this, ask for the blade style key. as the standard molded 'VW' style key will not fit. 

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: Alex Roman aroman@gte.net 

Subject: Re: Window switches

>The passenger side window on my 83 944 will not go down by pressing the switch >on the passenger door. However, it WILL go up by using that switch.  Yet the >switch on the driver's door will make the window go up and down perfectly. I >have tried replacing the passenger door switch with a new one, but still, no >difference.

----------

Your driver's side switch has probably failed. They both need to work to make the passenger side go up and down (The switches are DPDT). To test, simply pull out the dual‑switch assembly from the driver's door panel and swap the two switches. Your passenger's window should now work fine and the driver's might not. 

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: "Garry W. Bird" gwbird@soltec.net 

Subject: Door Handles

Found out that the '87 Audi door handles are the same at a fraction of the price. I bought mine from Shokan Audi @ 1.800.255.2834  I paid around $70 shipping and all if I remember correctly.
Garry

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: falcon@wolfenet.com  (Tom Pultz)

Subject: Re: 968 Door Handles on a 944??

>Can 968 door handles be used in place of 944 doors handles without modification?

----------

Yes, they will fit.  I had the parts yard pull a normal 944 handle for comparison.  According to them, the mounting is exactly the same.

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: Vaughan Scott vscott@ptc.com 

To: Larry Dunlap bgz9143@edi.dcro.dla.mil 

Subject: Re: Door handle adjustment

The entire door handle can be removed through the following steps, which should allow further disassembly and lubing:

1) pry off the metal trim piece on the front part of the handle with a flathead screwdriver, to expose the forward phillips‑head screw, and undo that screw.

2) open the door to access the other (large) phillips‑head screw, and undo it (like Larry mentioned).

3) the handle should then come completely out of the door, and can be lubed, cleaned, etc. then.

BTW, these handles should be identical (except for the trim piece) to the VW Rabbit et al. door handles, so if'n you've got a really bad one, finding a cheap replacement at a junkyard should be very easy and productive...

‑‑-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Matthew_Harrison Matthew_Harrison@BAYLOR.EDU 

Subject: Re:Re: Door handle adjustment

okay here it is the way to adjust those pesky door handles:

1. remove the door panel, not friendly

2. with it off you can see the piece you will need.

2a.if you have the haynes manual find the page on door handle removal

3. if not the remove the handle, there is a white plastic piece that sort of dangles down from the trigger mechanism, you will see it if the handle is out.

4. turn the white piece until it is more loose than previous.  because of the now longer reach the trigger is tighter and works MUCH better (before i couldn't get it open now my 5 foot tall 100 pound girlfriend can with ease.

5. disclosures. it is a pain in the a@@ the white piece doesn't want to come off and there isn't much room to work. while you are in there lube all the pieces well to insure good working       later.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: wws@w6ws.corp.sgi.com (Walter Spector), 5/8/98

Subject: Keys

I've done some more investigation into the 944 alarm key situation.  It seems that the key blank the dealer sold me is a Curtis V30‑style key.  Not an OEM key.

I consulted with a lock shop and have discovered that both the alarm key and the door/trunk/ignition key use the same pattern.  In addition to the Curtis V30, it

also cross references to an ilco 73VB style key blank.

The cross reference also mentions other cars which use the same key: 

Dasher ‑ 74‑81

Rabbit ‑ 85‑88

Scirocco (valet key) ‑ 85‑87

VW 411/412 ‑ 71‑74

Audi 4000/5000 ‑ 78‑83

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

From: Sheepdog Sheepdog@aol.com 

To: ElFishBoy@aol.com 

Subject: Re: Door Handle Woes

The door handles are the same ones that they use on VW Golfs and I think rabbits. You could probably find one used pretty cheap. I also saw them (for VWs) in JC whitney for $19.95 new.

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑----------------

Subject: Door window seal replacement, 1/7/99L

From: Sabotracer@aol.com 

You do not use any type of glue on these seals!  There are small metal clips that attach to the inside of the door shell and then the seals slide into those. These clips often break upon removal.  The dealer has them for about $5.00 a piece. Very expensive but they are the only game in town on these parts.  I believe that there are four or five per side.  You must roll the window all the way down and remove the door panel to replace them.  You do not need any special tools. Small hands are helpful.  At least long fingers.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Subject: Adapting new door locks to old key, 2/19/99L

From: a2311216@smail.uni-koeln.de Martin Reichel

How to make new door locks fit to the old key:

Once you buy a new door handle you also have the lock sitting inside. You also get two keys.  I can't tell if you can get the lock only.

As it's embarrassing to use two keys on the car, one better adapts the new lock to the old key.

There's a little screw on the inner side of the door handle.  Releasing this screw enables you to push the lock out of the door handle. Keep in mind the position of the centering spring and the opening device that is pushed by the rotating lock frame for later assembly.

Now you can see seven "shifters".  There is a mini spring between each shifter and the lock frame.  These springs makes the shifters move out of the lock frame.  In this position the shifters prevent the lock frame from being turn around. Once the right key is inserted into the lock, all shifters are moved into a center position, enabling the lock frame to be turned within the handle which is required for opening.  Inserting a wrong key will at least make one shifter block the lock frame, preventing it from being turned around.

The lock frame and these shifters are worn out with time.  Even the inner part of the door handle where the lock is in, wears out.  There are four types of shifters. The difference between them is their "center displacement". Sometimes they even carry numbers ranging from 1 to 4 on them.

As you have a total of 7 shifters, there are 4 power 7 different combinations 16384 different locks.

The shifters can be bought at your local VW-dealer.  Get yourself a couple of each size.

Insert the old key.  Each shifter that is not properly centered now, has to be replaced by another type.  Try out another displacement.  You have to remove the key to swap one of the shifters.

Once you think you swapped shifters correctly, insert the lock frame into the door handle put in your key and try to turn it.  If it blocks, you still have at least one shifter with a wrong displacement in your lock frame!

After complete assembly you feel that the lock turns much smoother. It does not block anymore and you don't have to apply a couple of tries to unlock your car.

This stuff applies to all Volkswagen, Audi and Porsche cars that carry the "old" door handle.

Subject: Re: Rattling Noise over 3k RPM, 2/19/99L

From: "Hal Rumenapp" rumenapp@westdata.com 

Try looking at the door where the window frame meets the main door body, near the lock.   There is a window guide that is known to break a spot weld and cause an irritating rattling problem.  You may be able to fix it with a pop-rivet after you take off the door panel.

Subject: Re: Remove P/Window motor, 5/31/99L

From: "Robert Drake" rdrake@bfree.on.ca 

After you remove the door panel and the plastic sheet covering the openings, remove the 3-4" regulator guide near the back of the door. It is held on with two bolts. Note the orientation so that you can put it back in again in the right direction. There are then five bolts that hold the window motor-scissors-regulators (two little plastic wheels) onto the inside of the door. Remove all five bolts. You should then be able to move the glass to a fully closed position. Use a good piece of duct tape and tape the glass in the closed position (you don't want it to fall!). You should then be able to remove the motor and scissors through the upper-large opening on the door.  Replacement is the reverse. Be patient putting it back together. Fit the motor back into approximate location. Bolt the short track loosely into place. The regulator wheels have to slide back into their tracks on the window and then align the five boltholes again.

Subject: Re: 924S/944 door handlesl, 6/9/99L

From: Jeff Timleck mister19@netcom.ca 

80's Volkswagen handles will work ...same part #.  Get them off a rabbit....

Subject: re: Slow Windows, 11/22/99L

From: "Trent Duff" tduff01@mail.win.org 

On 11/22/99, ""Jay Cohen" <jay.cohen@xpedior.com>" wrote:

><snip> The problem is that with age, the wipers in the motor that turn the >window up and down get a buildup of carbon gunk on them, making them more >resistive.  (My dad's words, I'd have used  a term like "carbon spooge".)

>

>The fix - tap the motor housing with a metal hammer a couple times. this kind >of motion will knock off some of the "spooge" and make contact a bit better >without dissasembly of the motor itself.  He suggested tapping and moving the >window, then tapping again, and move again...  don't slam the thing, but give >it a good beating.  (Ok - a gentle beating.)

Subject: Re: Door Handles and locks help, 1/20/00 L

From: "Tom M'Guin" Tmgee@iname.com 

Check out www.pelicanparts.com.  They have a write-up on fixing locks.  I did it and fixed the same problem.  You may want to try some graphite powder before going to the effort.  I think that probably would have done the trick for mine.

Subject: [951] Door handle solved, 5/24/00

From: Donald R Langley Donald.R.Langley@aero.org 

I tore into the lock myself.  Here is a fix if your lock starts to stick or will only turn one direction.  However, getting to the lock was a real pain.  I would only recommend this fix if you have a few spare hours and are mechanically inclined.

In order to reinstall the handle you will have to remove the door skin.  So might as well do it first.  First remove the door handle....this is done by opening the door and removing the small Phillips screw in the door jam.  Then push the handle toward the rear of the car.  That will disengage the handle.  Then it gets tough.  Pull out and turn the handle slightly so that you can see the mechanism.  When you push the release trigger you will see how it works.  You should notice a rotation ring that is held in by a compression pin.  Push the compression pin out using a thin object...I used a hole punch.   Then there should be two plastic clips that need to be disconnected.  The first connects to the rotation ring stud and is easily removed and reinstalled.  The second is a pain....it connects to the automatic door locking mechanism inside the door.  You will have to feel around inside the door and between the window track to get to this one.  Save all of the parts !!!!!

Now the handle will come out.  Pull the cord out as far as it goes and disconnect the rubber connector at the bottom inside of the door.  Now the easy part..... Flip the handle over and look at the inside.  You will see a screw holding the rotation ring on. Hold the rotation ring down while removing the screw.  Don't let go or you will chase the sprig clip across the garage like I did.   Now carefully pull off the ring and the capture the spring with your hand.  Save the parts.   Now the cylinder can be removed by inserting the key and pushing the cylinder out from the inside.   Look carefully and you will see how the metal shaft is keyed so that it fits in a groove and rotates the microswitch.  Make sure you see this so you will know how to reinstall it.  Keep the key in the cylinder or the pins will fall out.....don't ask!!!!  

Now you can clean the cylinder and the shaft.  Feel the pins and see if any are sticking out.  That was my problem.....the key wasn't holding the pins in far enough and they were catching on the cylinder walls.   I was able to lightly file the pins and give them a good greasing with marine white grease.  This made them work much smoother.  Then I reinstalled the cylinder and turned it many times to further smooth it out.  Then replace the rotation ring and screw. Put the wire harness back in.  Snap on the first ...easy plastic clip. Put the handle back by pushing down the trigger and seating the tab in the piece that is still connected in the door.  Rotate the handle until the compression pin will line up and install it.  Now the handle can be reinstalled.  Reinstall the screw through the door jam.  

Now the last difficult part.  You have to blindly reach your hand inside the door and feel around until you find the other plastic connector and replace it on the other door latch stud.  This was very difficult.   It would be lots easier if the window and track were removed but I did not want to do that.  So be patient...it helped me to lock and unlock the door repeatedly to feel the stud.  

Subject: [951] Re: Door handle solved, 5/24/00

From: "TurboTim" timer1@home.com 

On 05/24/00, Donald R Langley Donald.R.Langley@aero.org wrote:

<< I tore into the lock myself.   Here is a fix if your lock starts to stick or will only turn one direction.  However, getting to the lock was a real pain.  I would only recommend this fix if you have a few spare hours and are mechanically inclined.  In order to reinstall the handle you will have to remove the door skin. >>

----------

This is not exactly true.  The only reason you would have to remove the panels is to disconnect the wiring (if you have power locks) otherwise there is no need to do this.  I have removed the handles many times without removing the door panels.  Sorry I didn’t see your post sooner or I would have offered advice.

<< First remove the door handle....this is done by opening the door and removing the small Phillips screw in the door jam.  Then push the handle toward the rear of the car.  That will disengage the handle.  Then it gets tough.  Pull out and turn the handle slightly so that you can see the mechanism.  When you push the release trigger you will see how it works.  You should notice a rotation ring that is held in by a compression pin.  Push the compression pin out using a thin object...I used a hole punch. >>

----------

Or you can remove the bar that the compression pin holds from a circular ball inside the door.  This is probably a bit harder unless you have some experience.

<< Then there should be two plastic clips that need to be disconnected.  The first connects to the rotation ring stud and is easily removed and reinstalled.  The second is a pain....it connects to the automatic door locking mechanism inside the door.  You will have to feel around inside the door and between the window track to get to this one. 

----------

Actually a nice set of angled needle nose work well along with a set of long forceps.

>> Save all of the parts !!!!!  Now the handle will come out.  Pull the cord out as far as it goes and disconnect the rubber connector at the bottom inside of the door.  Now the easy part..... Flip the handle over and look at the inside.  You will see a screw holding the rotation ring on. Hold the rotation ring down while removing the screw.  Don't let go or you will chase the sprig clip across the garage like I did.   Now carefully pull off the ring and the capture the spring with your hand.  Save the parts.   Now the cylinder can be removed by inserting the key and pushing the cylinder out from the inside.   Look carefully and you will see how the metal shaft is keyed so that it fits in a groove and rotates the microswitch.  Make sure you see this so you will know how to reinstall it.  Keep the key in the cylinder or the pins will fall out.....don't ask!!!!  

----------

I have never kept the key in when removing the cylinders.  Next time I will (just to avoid possibly losing the pins).

<< Now you can clean the cylinder and the shaft.  Feel the pins and see if any are sticking out.  That was my problem.....the key wasn't holding the pins in far enough and they were catching on the cylinder walls.   I was able to lightly file the pins and give them a good greasing with marine white grease.  This made them work much smoother.  Then I reinstalled the cylinder and turned it many times to further smooth it out.  Then replace the rotation ring and screw. Put the wire harness back in.  Snap on the first ...easy plastic clip. Put the handle back by pushing down the trigger and seating the tab in the piece that is still connected in the door.  Rotate the handle until the compression pin will line up and install it.  Now the handle can be reinstalled.  Reinstall the screw through the door jam.  Now the last difficult part.  You have to blindly reach your hand inside the door and feel around until you find the other plastic connector and replace it on the other door latch stud.  This was very difficult.

----------

This is where the angled needlenose and long forceps come in! I can get the second clip on in less then a minute with these tools.  Otherwise it is a real pain in the ass like you said.

Subject: [951] Re: Door handle solved--you are correct, 5/24/00

From: Donald R Langley Donald.R.Langley@aero.org 

Yes...you are correct.  Thanks for the correction.  The door skin only has to be removed if you have power locks.  That is because of the wiring and the other plastic clip that goes to the power lock mechanism.  Otherwise the write up is correct.  I hope this helps the next person.   Rob

Subject: Re: Martin Taylor's Window Express, 6/6/01

From: "Martin Taylor" porsche@globe.net.nz 

<< Martin Taylor has developed a black box that makes your 944 window work like those in some modern automobiles ... press your normal 944 window switch once, the window goes all the way to the bottom or, if (snip) >>

----------

Price is 50$US plus shipping, one kit does one side.  As Steve mentioned shipping will not be expensive as I can send a few from New Zealand and he can ship them from NC.  All details are on the web page below, it takes a while to load so please be patient.  I will be updating the instructions with further suggestions from Steve also.

Martin Taylor

006421 469091 (cell)

00644 4707666 (home)

Wellington New Zealand

http://members.rennlist.com/martintaylor 

Subject: Re: Martin Taylor's window express - my .02 cents, 6/28/01

From: "Martin Taylor" porsche@globe.net.nz 

There are pictures of the unit and installation instructions on the web page below.  http://members.rennlist.com/martintaylor.  I have the instructions there because personally I hate to buy so called "installs in minutes" items for my car only to find that to do it right takes hours and tools I don't have.  With the instructions on a page everyone can see just how easy it is installed and there will be no surprises.

I can take any pictures of an install to an early 944 if that would be any use?

Subject: Re: Replacing door seals.... 7/10/00

From: "Claus Groth" bora450@gte.net 

Stephen Porter stp@pobox.com wrote:

<< I would like to replace the plastic seals on my door handles.  Can anyone supply a write-up on the procedure for doing this: removing the door panels and door handles and reassembly. >>

----------

This is the easiest thing that you can do on the whole car.

1. Remove the Phillips screw that is in the edge of the door, right behind the handle.

2. Push the handle forward and wiggle it away from the door.

3. Do not disconnect any linkage.

4. Remove the old seals.

5. Slide the new rear seal over the handle.

6. Fit the front seal and replace the handle.

7. Replace the screw.

That's enough work for one day.  Don't overdo it.  Go read your e-mail

Subject: Re: Door handle seals in....door locking doohickey out, 7/25/00

From: "Mike Cornell" mcornell@dttus.com 

If you open the door and look at the end (where the latching mechanism is) you'll see an oval rubbery vent-looking thing.  Seems to me that I pulled this out and accessed stuff through that hole.  I suspect I had the window up while doing this.

Subject: Window Express, 10/11/01

From: "Martin Taylor" porsche@globe.net.nz 

As some of you know for the last year I have been manufacturing and selling Window Express units (with the kind help of Steve Petty).  These units give you a one touch window operation that most modern cars have while still allowing you to stop the window anywhere in its travel from the factory switch.  This product is tried and proven with over 25 units installed to date.

I am proud to announce that Paragon products is now the exclusive North American Distributor for "window Express". Both Jason and Skip are great people to deal with having an excellent reputation for quality and service.

Have a look at http://www.paragon-products.com or read the installation instructions at http://www.tech-session.com/Paragon/Tech/win_express.htm.  At 50$ per unit, this is a great cost effective method of bring your 944 into this century.  Although originally designed for the 944 these units will work in any Porsche with power windows.

Subject: RE: Wing Ding Mirror Aggravation! 10/4/01

From: Kevin_Webb@Dell.com 

<< Can I ask if anyone happens to have an easy way to reassemble the Allan bolt that is spring tensioned running up the wing mirrors. I am sure at the factory they have a machine or something to do this, but at home I am finding great difficulty in getting the bolt to bite the thread due to the spring tension. At least if someone has done this job before and also found it a pig then I will feel much happier in the knowledge that it is not 'just' that I am cack handed.>

----------

Use a folded towel (I also did this on a carpeted floor, just in case it slips) on the floor to protect the paint.  Hold the assembly together, place it upside down on the towel, and with your weight on the wrench to compress the spring slowly turn the bolt until it grabs.

Subject: Re: clocks, windows and covers, 2/14/02

From: "Martin A Taylor" porsche@globe.net.nz 

<< * My passenger side window raises slower and slower and slower. Does this mean the motor's going, or do the motors die at all once? >>

----------

They get slower and slower, cleaning the switches will help but most of this is caused by a dirty commutator on the motor, after stripping and cleaning the motors on mine they went up a third faster and drew 5 amps raising (used to be about 9.5)

Subject: [951] RE: Damaged 951 door restraint mechanism - take 2, 7/23/02

From: "George Beuselinck" georgeb@944ecology.com 

Here's how to remove the door:

1) Disconnect the wiring at the connectors on the firewall.

2) Pull the wiring through the hole in the door pillar.

3) Remove the two triple square bolts that attach the door check rod to the door

   pillar.

4) Remove the two bolts on the lower door hinge.

5) Support the door and remove the two bolts on the upper door hinge.

6) Pull the door away from the car body.

Subject: Re: Door stops and sway bars... 11/18/02

From: "Claus Groth" bora450@rennlist.com 

John Wilentz Towtruck@worldnet.att.net wrote:

<< My first question is, while the drivers side door stop works fine in keeping the door from opening too far, it doesn't do much else.  That is to say, nothing holds that door open.  The slightest puff of wind or park the car nose up on a .000005% grade and that door closes faster then a mousetrap.  There is no notch or point or what have you that holds the door open in any position.  I've had this car for years, and its always been like this, so I'm assuming this is normal, but it cracked me good on the leg the other day, so I thought I would check. >>

----------

The door stop is a flat bar between the door hinges that attaches to the body with a socket head cap screw.  Take a small mirror and flashlight to view the area on the door where this bar goes.  You will see two holes, one above and one below the bar.  This is where the screws were before they fell out.  When the door is completely open, the mechanism is pushed against the inside of the door. Replace the screws and the door stop will function properly.

