
DISTRIBUTOR
The following technical information is reprinted with permission from "Import Service" magazine, April 1993 issue.**

1. Distributor caps and plug wires seem to last, but distributor rotors can cause problems. Some rotors have been known to disintegrate. Surprisingly, they may keep working, but cold driveability problems result. When replacing a rotor, make sure you're using the upgraded part number to avoid problems.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: "George Beuselinck" georgeb@mhv.net 

To: "Alex Roman" aroman@gte.net 

Subject: RE: Distributor cap

To remove the distributor cap on a 844 8 valve engine, you need a fairly large flat blade screwdriver, about 6 inches long.  You have to overcome the spring pressure and turn the latching screw counterclockwise about one half turn to get past the catch on the distributor mount.

The upper one is fairly easy. The lower one is more difficult. I use a screwdriver that has had a 90 degree bend placed into it at about 4 inches to give me the leverage to do it...

If you are not averse to running without the little "dustcover" that is inside the distributor cap, a much easier and less curse‑generating method is to remove the three 10 mm bolts that attach the distributor mount to the camshaft housing, obviating the need for removing the cap from the mount.

George Beuselinck, georgeb@mhv.net, 944 Ecology Porsche Parts,

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MESSAGE:   (#13299) Re: distributor cap, 3/26/01

AUTHOR:    keith wstudios@earthlink.net  

Number one is by radiator, 4 is by firewall. 1 on dist cap points down and to the right facing the dist cap, toward the waterpump/belt area. Firing order is clockwise from there, as written on valve cover, 1,4,3,2, I think? 

Subject: Re: distributor shield, 7/13/01

From: Blaszak Precision mblaszak@kos.net 

Actually the "shield" also reduces the amount of ozone that gets through to the belts from the arc that is established under the cap (arcing produces ozone... well corona to be exact but the end result is still ozone). As you probably remember, ozone attacks rubber, and the belts are made of rubber... so....

Subject: [951] Re: The Problem with Boost Enhancers.... 12/7/01

From: Dal Heger dal-heger@utulsa.edu 

Actually you are wrong. The timing is controlled by the computers. If you look at the rotor it has a very large contact area (the tip) versus other cars. This large contact area is what controls the ignition advance on these cars. Let me explain. . . The rotor tip makes contact with the cap, the DME (or KLR) then decides when to fire the coil and produce the spark as that contact area on the rotor makes it's way along the contact on the cap. On most cars with distributors the rotor makes contact with the cap and fires the spark immediately (because the coil is always energized - I know it's not, but for the sake of argument let's assume that it is) then goes on. The distributor has mechanical systems that advance or retard the amount of advance (vacuum advance) 

based on the speed and manifold vacuum on normal cars. The ignition system on our cars is quite advanced (in relation to normal distributors). Basically the DME can fire the spark at any point that the rotor is in contact with the cap (take a look, it's a large area).

