
COOLING SYSTEM - RADIATOR
Subject: some radiator questions.

From: "Carol L. Walters" mommycarol@islc.net 

Just got my radiator out of my 944na and attempted to flush it, but I am having some problems.  What is happening is this‑ I can run water through the radiator (right‑side up, upside‑down, whichever), until it flows clear and freely, but after it sits for a while, green coolant will eek out slowly.  It looks like

there are little whitish‑gray flakes/flecks of some material in the dribbling coolant.  I figure that there is some internal blockage in one or more of the passages, and even though there is free flow through the unit, the blockage is trapping some old coolant inside, allowing it to merely dribble out slowly.  I

figure as well that the flakes are the material that the blockage is composed of. My questions are these:

1) Does this sound like corroded aluminum (the flakes) or, heaven forbid, radiator stop‑leak material?  The outside of the radiator is painted black.  My father asked me if this is the factory color, and in fact, I thought the aluminum portion of the radiator was aluminum‑colored from the factory.  There is some whitish discoloration down the engine side of the radiator in some areas.  Could this be evidence of a leak?

2)  Does anyone know the PSI of the cooling system in case I want to have the radiator pressure‑tested for leaks?

3)  Any of you guys have any thoughts on the best way to go about removing blockages from inside this delicate and unholy marriage of plastic and (hey ‑ Just kidding about the unholy bit)

Thanks a million for all the info so far on cooling system R&R, I got several helpful responses, and feel like I'm going to understand this part of my car inside and out when it's all over. 

J. Keith Walters
hot 85.5 944na

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Subject: Radiator Suppliers

From: Tim.Betteridge@vai‑atl.ccmail.valmet.com 

I have found some remarkable differences in prices for radiators:

     Vertex:            $189.   OEM

     EuroProducts:      $179.   OEM     (this one from memory)

     ZIMS:              $275.   OEM

     Auto Atlanta:      $275    

     Porsche:           $299

Does OEM mean that it's the original Porsche part, or that it's just made by the original manufacturer? Auto Atlanta, for example, told me that they are selling the right part.

Can I rely on Vertex or Europroducts?
Tim Betteridge, 85.5 944

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Subject: 951 Radiator Replacement

From: BadBob951@aol.com 

If anyone is or plans on replacing their radiator, make sure you also replace the rubber mounts.  I'm in the process of replacing my radiator at the moment.  Failure was due to deteriorated upper radiator mount that allowed the tip of the mounting bolt to penetrate the plastic part of the radiator.
Bob Tucker

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Subject: My new radiator

From: "Moore, Roger" rog@optelecom.com 

Just wanted to let you guys know that I got what I think is a good deal on my new radiator. There was a thread a while back about this and I thought some of you might be interested. It was $178.00 (+ shipping, of course) from P.A.R. in New York (1‑800‑367‑7270). They have a new ad in the new March Pano that flagrantly mimics the famous Vertex ad, only almost every item is a little cheaper. Plus, you don't have the surcharge to pay for credit card use. That always stuck in my craw. I'm not trying to be anti‑Vertex (I've bought a lot from them and they've been good), but the best deal is the best deal. I probably shouldn't talk yet, as it's still just sitting in my foyer. It sure looks good, though.


ROG ‑ '84 944

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Subject: Re: Removing electric fan assy and radiator from 87' 951

From: "H C Fletcher" hcfletch@duke‑energy.com 

I just pulled the radiator out of my 86 951 in preparation for pulling the engine so I may be able to offer some advice.

Unfortunately, the turbo supplement isn't much help here. It does address removing the radiator but, it is part of the engine removal procedure. As a result there's a lot of other stuff that gets removed anyway so it just has you pull the radiator out the top.  If you follow the Haynes manual procedure, it leads you to believe that getting the fan assembly out is pretty easy. Well, it is ‑‑‑‑ on the early model normally aspirated car that they're working on. However, on our cars there's a lot more stuff in the way.  If you remove the lower radiator hose and then move the external oil cooler out of the way, it's easier to get the fan assembly out. The external oil cooler lines have to be moved anyway to get the radiator out. There is a bracket that attaches a cooling coil line for your power steering fluid to the side of the radiator housing. If you disconnect that bracket you can then loosen the bolts holding the oil cooler in place and move it out of the way.  With the power steering cooling line bracket disconnected, you can get the oil cooler lines past it. Pull the oil cooler and its duct out of the hole it sits in and hang it off to the side with the lines still attached. Then the fan assembly should be easier to get out. You can remove the fan assembly without doing this but you have jockey the assembly around a lot to get it out. Once you get the upper and lower radiator hoses disconnected, fan assembly removed, and get the thermofan switch unplugged, there are two retaining bolts that clamp the radiator in the housing at the top of the radiator. If you look down at the top of the radiator housing, just outside the intercooler inlet and outlet lines, you'll see the retaining bolts (looks like a bolt with a jam nut probably painted the color of the car).  Once the upper retaining nuts are backed out you can push up on the bottom of the radiator (it just sits on rubber mounts in the bottom bracket).  You don't need to have the bottom bracket disconnected. You can't even get it out of the car until the radiator is removed anyway. Once you push up on the bottom of the radiator and have it separated from the bottom bracket, pull the bottom toward the back of the car and you should be able to drop it out the bottom.

Subject: Bigger Radiator, 10/18/98

From: buiseness@webtv.net (michael boothe jr)

Performance Products catalog (www.performanceproducts.com) sells a higher capacity radiator, and as for the lower temp fan switch I purchased one and the fan still kicks on at the same spot. 

Subject: Istook Re: broken radiator fitting-944, 3/23/99

From: Don Istook istook@cyberramp.net 

If you break the fitting going to the radiator from the coolant tank, use a reverse drill bit (1/4 to 3/16" or so purchased at any hardware store) and the fitting will usually spin right out.  Many times you don't even need to use a drill, just turn the bit by hand.  The replacement fitting is PN 44.106.927.00 and costs about $1.50.

Subject: [951] Re: Seeking advice on replacement radiators, 10/2/00

From: Jim Richmond Fireball fireball@cts.com 

Call Jason at Paragon (list sponsor) best price and service on good quality parts.  I just bought an OEM radiator from him for my track car.

Subject: Warning: If you purchased a 951 radiator in the last year, 10/3/01

From: "Michael Sorbera" sorbera@texas.net 

Please check to make sure the outlet from the radiator that feeds the manifold (top left outlet on passenger side of radiator) is not blocked. I purchased a OEM radiator from Performance Products in April of this year.  My car's cooling system has been not up to par and the Porsche shop, after much scratching of heads, found the inlet blocked. Mechanic says that the 968's have that inlet blocked.  Behr was the OEM supplier on the radiator.  As we speak, Performance Products is supposed to be notifying everyone that's purchased a radiator from them about the problem. Most likely it was Behr that put the wrong radiator in the 951 part number box.

Subject: RE: need radiator remove and install procedure, 12/10/02

From: "Jeff Souder" jefsouder@epix.net 

try www.clarks-garage.com under the garage shop manual.  Looks like a good removal and install procedure there.

