CLEANING

Subject: Re: Engine Cleaning, 11/9/99L

From: "Sam Collura" scollura@mc.net 

I worked at a detail shop at a Porsche dealer for a summer job in the 80's. We tried many different engine cleaners. To this day I still use and buy the best engine cleaner in the world. You can't buy it in stores but it can be ordered and shipped to your house. It's available from a company in the Chicago area. The phone number is (630) 663-0400. Tell them you want to order a gallon of "Motor Magic". It works great and doesn't hurt paint or aluminum. It works 20x better than Simple Green. It's a quality product designed for car dealerships and service centers.

Subject: Re: degreasing, 8/1/00

From: Konrad Kelley wingnut@jump.net 

<< Any tips for degreasing >>

----------

Right up my alley of experience :-) Hang on! Here we go -

Option One: use mineral spirits sprayed by compressed air siphon gun (FIRE DANGER when sprayed!!!). Catch and dispose of dirty mineral spirits - large & shallow drip pan, floor-dri, kitty litter, sawdust, or use truck wash bay at commercial car wash (has oil separator in wastewater line). It will evaporate off of engine, etc. I used to see it carried at Exxon (real) service stations. Or check with the oil products distributor / wholesalers. I have a tool supplier for the sprayer if you want.

Option Two: The very aggressive Sodium Metasilicate based cleaners** work well, but must be used very carefully, especially at full strength - it WILL stain & bleach paint AND etch aluminum if not well rinsed.  Watch that over spray and spray drift so you can rinse it off. I use when I need something just short of paint stripper, and it will almost do that; dead and weak paint is in danger from this stuff.  Spray it on, let it soak 10-15 min., use pressure washer wand to rinse well, repeat on build ups and/or use a brush to agitate with soap. A warm but not hot engine helps. Rinse, rinse, rinse, this is a very sticky soap. Again, I recommend the truck wash bay. Re-wax any cosmetic painted surface to finish neutralizing any remaining soap. 

On really thick oil build ups I have also used a mix of kerosene and soap cleaner (FIRE DANGER when sprayed!!!), followed with straight cleaner.

This cleaner does wheels well, too; I use it to clean fuel and burned oil exhaust and brake dust and other spot cleaning when I was detailing aircraft professionally. It was developed for use on hydrocarbons. Used diluted, it will strip off the old wax and dead paint in prep for compounding or fresh wax (rinse well!), but use only if you are going to wax afterward. Use milder soap if you are not waxing.

Did I mention rinse well? Try rinsing it off your hands and you will understand.

**(Castrol "SuperClean", Zep "All Purpose Cleaner & Degreaser", EcoLab "Heavy-Duty", Arrow-Magnolia "Carbon-X") $6-$9 / gallon. 

Subject: RE: Simple Green Degreaser, 8/25/00

From: Gregor Diseth gsdiseth@efn.org 

<< I was speaking of the Simple Green Automotive Degreaser found here: http://www.simplegreen.com/garage.html.  I've checked all around and cannot seem to find any.  I know this stuff has been on the market for at least 2 months. >>

----------

Albertson's grocery stores carry it.. top shelf of the soap\detergent aisle, in the vicinity of the glass cleaners and bathroom cleaners.  At least the US West Coast stores carry it.

Check www.albertsons.com for locations.

MESSAGE:   (#17835) Re: Spring Cleaning, 5/10/01 

AUTHOR:    Bryan bpennington11@home.com  

Zep Chemicals makes a concrete cleaner that is made for airport runways. It is a powder and looks like orange Tang and turns green when you mix it with water and apply it. I've been using it for years and it works great! 

Subject: RE: Cleaning a very dirty engine? 5/15/01

From: Skip Grahan skip@tech-session.com 

I started using the Simple Green Pro Series early last year and LOVE IT!  Earth-friendly and very effective (non-carcinogenic too).  It's basically just a stronger version of the original.  Doesn't hurt rubber, plastic, or paint... though it does strip wax effectively.  And, it smells good when you get done:-)  I get mine at NAPA.

Subject: Re: Cleaning a very dirty engine? 5/15/01

From: Konrad Kelley wingnut@jump.net 

Option #1 - mineral spirits, applied with an air pressure suction gun (similar to garden hose lawn chemical sprayer). Have large drip pan; leaves big mess on floor to soak/mop up without it, and is disposed of like used oil, not washed down the drain. This will get it cleaner, and further down into the crevices, faster than anything else. Less chance of etching unfinished aluminum or paint; does not provide as conductive a path as water for short circuits. Will cause certain rubber compounds to swell; these compounds are not used as seals or hoses. etc. in engines. Pertains primarily to rubber couplings for aviation vacuum pumps, but I wanted full disclosure, since I have noted some pilots on the list.

Option #2 - heavy-duty, water soluble cleaners (in two varieties - organic and chemical) My choice are the chemical sodium metasilicate based ones; Castrol Super Clean, Zep Heavy Duty, EcoLab Heavy Duty, Arrow-Magnolia Carbon-X. These were designed specifically for hydrocarbons. These require caution, especially at full strength (never turn your back or walk away unrinsed) - will etch aluminum and paint if left too long. Cover info stickers for direct application. Practice on other stuff to get a feel for it. Rinse like crazy and rinse some more.

The organics work well too, but not as fast and require more product and a little more mechanical assistance (brush, etc.) The cost kind of evened out - cheaper, but used more.  Since I was in business, faster was better for me.

Pressure washers are useful (I have one), but can not do it all, and can blow older stickers off if not careful. Have a brush or rag handy, too.

Use all methods on a warm, but not hot engine (no steam clouds). Cover critical items, like the distributor.

Subject: Re: Detailing: Brake dust removal tips? 7/30/01

From: Konrad Kelley wingnutt@austin.rr.com 

Just a word (or two) of caution with the Castrol SuperClean (the purple stuff) – this cleaner is VERY aggressive, like it's brothers that are sodium metasilicate based (and cheaper). It will etch aluminum and paint if left on too long. Use it in combination with a brush and rinse WELL and then rinse some more (see how long it takes to rinse from your hands).

If I have scared you, good. It is * great * stuff but must be used with care; I would not recommend anyone else using it on paint with out diluting it. It is a good wax and dead paint stripper.  I used it to remove the exhaust and built up oil stains on paint when I was detailing aircraft. It was designed as a hydrocarbon cleaner.

Subject: [951] Re: Introduction to a New Product: Dri-Wash... 9/12/02

From: "John LaBrie" jwlabrie1@attbi.com 

John Dunkle johnd@rennlist.com wrote:

< Wil Ferch, a 911 Rennlister, asked permission to post this to the lists, as he knows I am somewhat "sensitive" to "For Sale" messages on Rennlist.  However (and this is a non-paid endorsement - surprise Wil..!:-) >

< When he first asked me about permission to post, he also asked if he could send me a sample of Dri-Wash (see his post below) - which, heck, I'll try anything at least once!.  So, I gave the product a try - and *it really is* as good as his post indicates - probably better.  I used it on my track car (yea - without washing it, as it's a 914 & I have a fear of getting water near it :) as well as my '87 911 (I did wash that first, tho').  Simply put - I've never publicly endorsed *any* product on Rennlist - until now.  That's how strongly I feel about it.   Also - to save Wil some potential ridicule - he didn't ask me to publicly make any statement about "Dri-Wash", but after trying it, I'm buying it.  His post is below.... >

----------

Wil Ferch WFerch911@aol.com wrote:

<< I don't often send unsolicited commercial stuff to the List, but, with John's permission, I'd like to introduce a car care product that I've been testing and using for some time now, and thought to share this with the List. >>

<< I've been using a rather remarkable car care product that hasn't had much press. It is primarily used by the pros and isn't usually available to normal end-users. The premier body shop in this area (it turns out) also uses this product .especially after repairs are performed, since these guys like the idea of *not* using a wax-based product on paint that isn't fully cured. >>

<< I've used this stuff and it's incredible. It took a long time to win me over on this product, as I was indoctrinated (as most Porsche nuts) to use the boutique waxes and car-care products , "or else !" .. But after using it for some time, and understanding how to get the most from it, I'm convinced it's the best ( or one of the best) products available. >>

<< The item is called "Dri-Wash". It was originally developed as an environmentally-friendly product because water isn't needed. The makers claim that it can be used directly on mildly dirty cars. I've used it both ways, and I used my daily driver for the "dirty car" test...but so far only used it on the Porsche in a clean condition. (Even some habits are hard to change).

<< Judging from the results on both cars, I could have applied this to a dirty Porsche, too, but frankly haven't done it yet.  The benefit of this product is the superb shine, the fact that no waxes or silicones are used (allowing the car paint to "breathe" better), and that even small surface scratches seemingly disappear. There is no possibility of wax build-up either, that otherwise must be occasionally removed when using normal waxes. >>

<< It also has a UV protectorant included, which for most of us is a very desirable feature. I've demonstrated the product to a ( rather) new, black, 996 cab at a local club meet,...and the product created an onyx black car!  Even this relatively new car only a few months on the road... was going to a shade of "grey" that you didn't notice until this product brought back a showroom look. I also found out , after some research, that high-level concours people us this product on irreplaceable classic Bentley's and such! >>

<< This is not a low-end product! Certainly good enough for our Porsches.  For me on my silver Porsche, it appears to have removed a "golden" cast...which ended up being old wax build-up. Car never looked better, and minor scratches, like those removed when using 3M Imperial hand glaze, are similarly removed using this product. >>

<< So, guys and gals....free your mind from pre-conceived notions, and try this product ( I realize waxes are a lot like religion)...It comes in a quart sized refill bottle, and you fill a smaller,  atomizing air-pump container (included in the purchase price) , to administer the product onto your car.  A quart should do about 12-15 cars, although it may not do that many cars if they weren't done before (repeated applications require less, it seems).  Price is $42 for the quart kit. >>

----------

By the way, Griot's Garage www.griotsgarage.com has a fantastic product called 'Speed Shine', which is basically a dry wash product.  I know a few car collectors here in the northwest who never wash their cars with water - ever.  All they use is Speed Shine.  And I am not talking about 'any' collector cars, I'm referring to the serious, high-end collector's cars.  To put this into perspective, one of the collectors that I refer to has a custom built, environmentally controlled (temp and humidity) 'museum' in which he houses his cars - all 32 of them!  And they only get 'washed' with Speed Shine.

No, I am not affiliated in any way with Griot's Garage, I merely use some of their products.  But when I saw your posting, I thought I'd share this with you, because Speed Shine is a great product, and significantly less expensive than Dri-Wash; by the way, Griot's is not an inexpensive place to get products.  Many of the items they sell can be had elsewhere for less, but their own products (Speed Shine and their waxes and polishes) are first-rate and worth the price.

I've been using it for years (but I still use water when the car is too dirty for Speed Shine.  Because if the car is too dirty, small particles of grit can be caught in the cotton cloth you are using and create micro-fine scratches in the paint. So if the car needs a real wash, then I wash it), both for quick cleaning and for paint cleaning clay application). 

If you are curious, here's the link:

http://www.griotsgarage.com/catalog.jsp?L1=L1_1000&L2=L2_1001&SKU=11146 

It goes for $9.95 for a 35oz container.  By the way, they have really good sprayers, too.

Subject: [951] Re: Introduction to a New Product: Dri-Wash... 9/11/02

From: mrwollner1@mmm.com 

Type Dri wash into Google and you'll get lot's of places to purchase the product.

To use the product, you will need the applicator designed for it (at least you used to have to buy it this way).  The applicator is a air pressured powered spray bottle, meaning that you pump it up by hand first and then spray away.  When the air pressure is gone, you pump it up again and so on and so on....

Home page: http://www.dri-wash.com 

Mark

Couple of things.  I would be cautious on any claims of UV protection.  We did extensive studies on UV protectants with paste waxes a few years back.  Natural carnauba wax will "block" approximately 5% of the harmful UV radiation.  By adding large quantities of UV absorbers in the Tinuvin range and other absorber type products, no noticeable difference was seen over just the carnauba.

Subject: Re: Cleaning Aluminum, 11/29/02

From: Konrad Kelley wingnutt@austin.rr.com 

Tom M'Guinn wrote:

<< What is the best way to clean the aluminum brackets and water fittings that attach to the head?  I just had my head redone at a local machining shop and it looks brand new. I hate to bolt all the old dingy parts back on without cleaning them up. >>

----------

Use a sodium metasilicate cleaner like Castrol SuperClean or EcoLab Heavy Duty Degreaser, but be careful it is very aggressive.  If left on too long at full strength it will etch aluminum and bleach paint, so use with care. Keep away from engine decals - some kinds will lose the printing. You may want to start with less than full strength at first. Use a stiffer brush to help it along. Then rinse like crazy and rinse some more.  Sodium metasilicate was developed specifically for cleaning hydrocarbons; I use to use it for cleaning the oil and exhaust stains on airplanes.

Subject: Re: Aluminum safe degreaser, 1/6/03

From: "Gary Coots" cooter3@swbell.net 

I've had very good results using the motor degreaser from this company:

http://www.automagic.com 

When I was still driving my '87 924 S and trying to locate an oil leak, I once loaded my Gator Ramps in the back (on a drop-cloth) and drove to the self serve car wash. Pulled up on the ramps and used my pump up garden sprayer to soak the engine top to bottom with the degreaser. Then I used the power sprayer wand (75 cents for three minutes) to wash the grease off. Some areas had to be done twice, but it all looked sparkling when I was through. BTW, I found this product here on Rennlist from a guy who had worked for a dealer prepping or detailing cars.

